City of Solvang LOCAL APPOINTMENTS LIST
Government Code Section 54972 
OCTOBER 14, 2025
Listed below are all boards, commissions, and committees, which are appointed by, and serve at the pleasure of the Solvang City Council. To be eligible to serve on any boards, commissions, or committees, appointees must meet qualifications as they may apply.

DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE
5 Members, Two-year Terms

The purpose and intent of the design review committee is to preserve and enhance, for the citizens and tourists of Solvang, the historical Danish and northern European architectural styles, historic assets and character of the town’s commercial centers; to promote safe, functional and attractive development of business and commercial areas; to unify commercial (and industrial) properties; to protect and preserve the unique and cultural features within Solvang; and to protect commercial and residential property values by enhancing the city’s appearance. It is desirable that over time, as commercial and industrial development continues to seek out opportunities to advertise and promote goods and services, the design review committee help to preserve the city’s streetscape and the inherent qualities of a livable community. (Ord. 21-0347 § 1)

Qualification. Each design review committee member shall be a legal resident or a business operator with a business within the Santa Ynez Valley at the time of the member’s appointment and during the member’s tenure in office. Each member should have a demonstrated interest in, and knowledge of, architectural history, architecture, local history or be knowledgeable in fields related to historic preservation, construction, planning, geography, landscape architecture, urban design, Danish culture, arts, or real estate. As used herein, “Santa Ynez Valley” is coterminous with the following ZIP codes. 93463, 93464, 93441, 93460.

	APPOINTEE
	DATE APPOINTED
	TERM EXPIRES

	Esther Jacobsen Bates
	January 13, 2025
	December 31, 2026

	Melissa Bates
	January 13, 2025
	December 31, 2026

	Richard Boyd
	January 13, 2025
	December 31, 2026

	Charlene Goetz
	January 13, 2025
	December 31, 2026

	Jennifer Johnson
	January 13, 2025
	December 31, 2026



PLANNING COMMISSION
5 Members, Two-year Terms

Qualifications. Each member of the planning commission shall be a legal resident within the city at the time of his or her appointment and during his or her tenure in office.

Duties and responsibilities.
A. General. The planning commission shall have the responsibilities for:

1. Developing, preparing, periodically reviewing, revising and maintaining the general plan;
2. Implementing the general plan through actions including, but not limited to, the administration of specific plans
and subdivision ordinances;
3. Annually reviewing the capital improvement program of the city and the local public works projects of other local agencies for their consistency with the general plan, pursuant to Government Code section 65400 et seq.;
4. Preparing, adopting and recommending to the city council plans and drafts of such regulations, programs and
legislation as may, in its judgment, be required for the systematic execution of the general plan;
5. Acting as an advisory agency for the city council in connection with the Subdivision Map Act;
6. Investigating and recommending plans to the city council for the improvement and beautification of the city, including matters such as the opening, straightening, widening, closing of or parking on streets, improvement and development of public streets, improvement and development of public buildings and works, the subdivision of lands and the supplementation or the change of zoning regulations and districts;
7. Promoting the public interest in, comment on and understanding of the general plan and regulations relating to
it;

8. Consulting with and advising public officials and agencies, public utility companies, civic, educational,
professional and other organizations and citizens concerning implementation of the general plan;
9. Promoting the coordination of local plans and programs with the plans and programs of other public agencies;
10. Reviewing and approving, disapproving or conditionally approving, or providing recommendations to city council, all applications submitted for development plans, conditional use permits, tentative map, specific plans, and any other application as specifically provided under this code.
11. When reviewing and approving, disapproving or conditionally approving, or providing recommendations to city council, on any application for which the design review committee has provided advice and recommendation to the planning commission, the planning commission shall defer to the design review committee’s advice and recommendations made pursuant to the design review committee’s authority under section 2-4-4, unless specific circumstances warrant otherwise. If such specific circumstances exist, the planning commission shall explain why any deviation from the design review committee’s advice and recommendations is warranted and how any deviation is in compliance with the design guidelines. The planning commission shall send an application to the design review committee for further review when the planning commission determines there have been changes significantly effecting the design of the project.
12. Such other functions and duties as imposed by law or as the city council may provide.

B. Board of Zoning Adjustment. The planning commission shall act as a board of zoning adjustment and shall have all
responsibilities and all duties as may be imposed by law or by the city council.

	APPOINTEE
	DATE APPOINTED
	TERM EXPIRES

	Kief Adler
	January 13, 2025
	December 31, 2026

	Aaron Petersen
	January 13, 2025
	December 31, 2026

	Brandon Sparks-Gillis
	January 13, 2025
	December 31, 2026

	Jack Williams
	January 13, 2025
	December 31, 2026

	William Zigler
	January 13, 2025
	December 31, 2026



REVENUE MEASURES OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE
5 – 7 Members, Two-year Terms 
(inaugural term for two members is one-year)

The Measure U citizens’ oversight committee is an advisory committee appointed by the City Council of the City of Solvang. The purpose of the committee is to review the revenue and expenditure of funds from the tax established by Ordinance No. 22-0363 and to help ensure accountability to voters regarding such expenditures. (Ord. 23-0364 § 3).
General duties.  A. The committee shall serve in an advisory capacity to the City Council and shall have no independent authority to expend or direct the expenditure of funds received by the City under Measure U. The committee may conduct hearings, review reports, request funding from the City Council for independent audits of Measure U funds, receive presentations, provide comments, make findings and recommendations and issue reports to the City Council related to implementation of Measure U and the expenditure of funds received under Measure U.  
Committee membership and administration.  The Measure U citizens’ oversight committee shall be comprised of five (5) members, each City Council member shall appoint one (1) member. Committee member terms shall be two (2) years. To ensure committee membership turnover is staggered, the terms of the first committee members appointed by the Mayor and the Mayor pro-tem shall be for one (1) year. All subsequent committee members appointed by the Mayor and the Mayor pro-tem shall be for the regular term of two (2) years.  The inaugural meeting of the committee shall be at a time and place set by City Council. Thereafter, the committee shall meet twice annually at a time and place deemed appropriate by the majority of the committee. Meetings shall be called, noticed and conducted in compliance with the Ralph M. Brown Act. A majority of the City Council must approve any amendments to the committee’s duties set forth herein. The committee may, by majority vote of the committee, recommend amendments to the committee’s duties for consideration by the City Council. (Ord. 23-0364 § 3)
.

	APPOINTEE
	DATE APPOINTED
	TERM EXPIRES

	Vacant
	January 22, 2024
	December 31, 2025

	Henry Haugse
	January 13, 2025
	December 31, 2026

	Adelia Kehoe
	January 13, 2025
	December 31, 2026

	Frank Smithson
	January 22, 2024
	December 31, 2025

	Geoff Yarema
	January 22, 2024
	December 31, 2025



