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I. Introduction 
Solvang is a city of 5,593 residents located in the upper Santa Ynez Valley, about three miles east of 

Highway 101 on State Route 246. Solvang has grown into a tourist destination of considerable renown, 

based on the predominance of Danish-Northern European architecture and Old World ambiance.  

¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ tƭŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ {ǇƘŜǊŜ ƻŦ LƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ1 (SOI) include about 1,970 acres and is 

nearing buildout. The General Plan does not contain specific policies to guide the consideration of 

annexations. Rather, the General Plan describes broad objectives for land use and economic 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ŀǊŜ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 

Strategy (ECS) recommends that the City explore the ŦŜŀǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŀƴƴŜȄŀǘƛƻƴόǎύ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ {ƻƭǾŀƴƎΩǎ 

commercial development options as a means of leveraging the demand for tourist-serving businesses in 

the Santa Ynez Valley. The ECS considers this a high priority. Accordingly, the City is investigating options 

for annexing additional land as a means of furthering the objectives articulated in the General Plan and 

Economic Development Strategy.  

Purpose and Objectives 
The City is preparing this Annexation and Sphere of Influence Study (Annexation Study) to achieve the 

following objectives: 

× To inform the consideration of appropriate land uses for the Study Area, and to help determine 

the feasibility of moving forward with general plan and sphere of influence amendments. 

× To provide a thorough understanding of the environmental, regulatory and public 

services/facilities constraints associated with the Study Area. 

× To identify a range of land use options for the Study Area guided by the following: 

o Consistency with relevant City and County General Plan policies, the Rules and Procedures 
of the Santa Barbara Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo) and the Knox-Cortese 
Local Government Reorganization Act. 

o Protection of sensitive environmental resources; 
o A preliminary assessment of relevant services and facilities constraints and capacities; 
o Potential fiscal implications -- a preliminary analysis of potential services costs for the 

Study Area compared with expected revenues to the City; 
 
× Inform decision makers, the public and other regulatory agencies of the issues and opportunities 

associated with each land use option. And, 

× Provide the factual basis for a General Plan amendment, SOI amendment (or amendments) and 

associated CEQA compliance document. 

The consideration of annexation areas began in 2015 as a response to property owner interest and Council 

concerns about the use and development of properties bordering the City that are governed by Santa 

Barbara County. In addition, the City had previously looked for areas both within and outside the sphere 

of influence for the development of well fields, but ultimately determined that locations adjacent to 

                                                           
1 Sphere of Influence: An area adjacent to the current City limits into which the City will eventually grow and provide public 

services. 
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existing wells within the City limits would be more cost effective. In 2015, the LAFCo Executive Officer 

made a presentation to the City Council about the laws and procedures governing the annexation process. 

In 2017, the City circulated a Request for Proposals for a consultant to assist in the evaluation of potential 

annexation areas. 

Terminology 
Annexation/Reorganization. The process of changing the governmental jurisdiction of from one agency 

(or agencies) to another (or others). 

General Plan Area. The physical extent of land designated for various land uses by the City of Solvang 

General Plan Land Use Element Map. 

Planning Area. Land within and surrounding the City that has a direct relation to planning for the City. 

Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo). The Santa Barbara Local Agency Formation Commission is 

an 7 member body consisting of representatives of cities, special districts, the county and the public who 

are charged with the responsibility of determining the boundaries and service areas of local government 

agencies, and the formation or dissolution of local agencies, in accordance with the Cortese-Knox-

Hertzberg Local Government Reorganization Act of 2000 (Act). 

Sphere of Influence. An area adjacent to the current City limits adopted by the Local Agency Formation 

Commission that denotes areas where the city will eventually expand and provide services. 
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II. Annexation Study Areas 
The City began the consideration of potential annexation areas by identifying 5 general areas with 19 

properties located west, east and south of the City (Figure 1).  

Figure 1 ς Potential Annexation Study Areas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A preliminary screening of environmental and regulatory constraints eliminated two areas from further 

consideration. 

¶ Area 2 was eliminated because the two parcels are held in a trust which precludes urban 

development.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 
 

¶ Area 3 was eliminated because: 

 

o These parcels lie on the east side of Alamo Pintado Creek. The only vehicular access is by way 

of an unimproved road that extends over a narrow bridge. The narrow bridge and roadway, 

and the absence of a viable alternate access, make safe and efficient vehicular access 

infeasible, especially for emergency vehicles. 

o These properties are subjected to a range of environmental constraints including prime 

agricultural land (if irrigated), a high potential for liquefaction, as well as flooding and sensitive 

biological resources along the creek. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The remaining 15 parcels discussed in this Constraints Analysis (i.e., Study Areas) consist of about 383.37 

acres located to the west and northeast of the City. For ease of reference, the Study Areas have been 

divided into two geographic areas, the Western Study Area and Northeast Study Area (Figure 2). 
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Figure 2 ς Annexation Study Areas 
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Western Study Area 
The Western Study Area consists of 11 parcels totaling about 295.24 acres (Figure 3). Existing land use is 

summarized on Table 1. 

Figure 3 -- Western Study Area 

 

 

 

  














































































































