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Commercial Food Waste Recycling Program

A commercial food waste recycling route is now being serviced by Waste Management to comply with State
Law Assembly Bill 1826. Customers are provided with lidded carts with wheels for storing their food waste.
Instructions in both English and Spanish are displayed on a bright yellow sticker on the lid of every cart.
The program’s first phase includes customers who generate Pre-Consumer Food Waste, which are the scraps
created when preparing fruits and vegetables for selling or food preparation. The pre-consumer program is for
uncooked food waste only and does not include any other biodegradable items. The program is only for fruit,
vegetables, meats and poultry including egg shells and bones. NO paper wrappers, cups, napkins, plates,
biodegradable utensils, or paper towels are allowed. NO glass, metals or plastics, including plastic bags or plastic
liners, are allowed.
The second phase of the program, consisting of Post-Consumer Food Waste, which is leftover cooked food, will
be implemented after commercial customers are individually trained by a Waste Management employee. These
commercial customers are then added to the program after having been successful in keeping any contamination
listed above out of the food waste.
The food waste collection rates are the same as trash, but commercial customers can adjust their current level of
trash service when the food moves over to the food waste cart, as it will no longer be taking up space within their
trash container.
Commercial businesses who would like to start food waste collection can contact Ron Vilarino directly at
805-242-7942. An appointment will be made to visit your business and discuss your options for participation.

Waste Management Customer Service
Service Call Center (805) 922-2121
Office Care Center (805) 242-7937
www.hss.wm.com
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Mandatory Commercial
Organics Recycling
Now in Effect
In 2014, the State of California adopted Assembly Bill No. 1826, a
mandatory commercial organics recycling law that became
effective in 2016. “Organic Waste” includes material such as food
scraps, landscaping and pruning waste. This program helps meet
the State of California 75% reduction requirement in the waste
stream by 2020.

For helpful tips to reduce the amount
of food you waste:

AB 1826 is phased in over time based upon the quantity of
organic waste generated per week by businesses or multi-family
buildings with 5 or more units. The largest generators are targeted
first. The goal is to keep organics out of landfills. Organic waste
accounts for nearly one-third of the approximately 30 million tons
of waste destined for California’s landfills each year.
Diverting organics from landfills for processing into compost and
mulch reduces greenhouse gas emissions and produces sustainable
products that contribute to soil nutrition and water conservation.

Source: Environmental Protection Agency

For more Information: www.lessismore.org

How to Start CommercialWHERE
Food Waste Collection…

WHO

Businesses that generate eight (8) cubic yards of organic waste
per week, including food scraps and yard trimmings, are required to
have organics recycling service as of April 1, 2016.
Multifamily properties with five (5) units or more that generate
eight (8) cubic yards of organic waste per week are also covered.
As of January 1, 2019 collection of food scraps will be required.
Some jurisdictions may require this sooner; check with your hauler.

WHAT

Food Scraps including solid, semisolid, and liquid food, such as,
fruit, vegetables, cheese, meat, bones, poultry, seafood, bread, rice,
pasta, and oils; cut flowers and herbs.
Yard Trimmings including grass clippings, leaves, flowers, hedge
trimmings, weeds, etc. Nonhazardous Wood including tree
branches, trunks and untreated lumber.

Every jurisdiction in California is required to implement an organics
recycling program
andRon
conduct
outreach
to regulated
businesses
Contact
Vilarino
directly
at 805-242-7942
as of January 1, 2016. In addition, jurisdictions are required to
monitor regulated businesses to ensure they comply with recycling
An appointment will be made to visit your business
requirements.

WHEN

and discuss your options for participation.

April 1, 2016, businesses and multifamily buildings generating 8
cubic yards per week of covered organics shall arrange for organics
recycling service.
January 1, 2017, businesses generating 4 cubic yards per week
of organics shall arrange for organics recycling service.
January 1, 2019, businesses and multifamily properties
generating 4 cubic yards of commercial solid waste (trash) shall
arrange for organics recycling service.

Waste Management Customer Service
Service Call Center (805) 922-2121
Office Care Center (805) 242-7937
www.hss.wm.com

