MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF
THE SOLVANG CITY COUNCIL

March 22, 2021
Monday
6:30 p.m.

Council Chambers
1644 Oak Street
Solvang, CA 93463

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Uhrig, called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

ROLL CALL
PRESENT:

Mayor Charlie Uhrig; Mayor Pro Tem Claudia Orona; Councilmembers
Robert Clarke; Mark Infanti; and Jim Thomas

STAFF:

Xenia Bradford, City Manager/ City Clerk; David Fleishman, City Attorney

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Led by Councilmember Infanti.

CEREMONIAL ITEMS/COMMENDATIONS
Employee Years of Service Award
On behalf of City Council, Mayor Uhrig presented a proclamation to former Parks and Recreation Director Fred
Lageman for his 24 years of service to the City of Solvang.
Awards were presented to the following employees for their corresponding years of service to the City:
Nathan Giacinto – 20 years
Mike Matthews – 15 years
Paul Matsukas – 15 years
Jorge Garcia – 15 years
Alfredo Trejo – 10 years
Jenny McClurg – 10 years
Debbie Curtis – 10 years
Trevor Holley – 10 years
Matt van der Linden – 10 years
Nick Rivera – 5 years
Kristin Rubin – 5 years
James Petersen – 5 years
Keith Cote – 5 years
Frank Pacheco – 5 years
PRESENTATIONS
a. California Public Utilities Commission
Chris Moore, Representative, California Public Utilities Commission narrated a PowerPoint presentation

addressing business and community outreach, background regarding the agency, a review of 2020, their work
plan for 2021 and proceedings and Commissioners.
b. Visitor’ s Center
Brenda Ball, Solvang Visitor’ s Center, provided an update of Visitor Center operations; addressed functions of
the Center; spoke about focusing on repeat visitors; discussed visitor statistics and telephone calls and spoke
about looking ahead and recommendations.
Discussion followed regarding businesses staying open beyond 5:00 p.m. and the demographics of visitors using
the Center.
c. SYVTBID Annual Report
Shelby Sim, Visit Santa Ynez Valley, provided highlights of the Santa Ynez Valley TBID Annual Report which
was distributed prior to the agenda. He narrated a PowerPoint presentation addressing 2020 Marketing and
related metrics and displayed a short video promoting the Santa Ynez Valley as a “ Place to Be”.
Discussion followed regarding the TBID’ s efforts to promote business meetings.
d. Pavement Management Presentation
Public Works Director/ City Engineer Matt van der Linden spoke about the purpose of the presentation; provided a
brief history in the development of the City’ s Pavement Management System and deferred to the City’ s consultant
for a report.
Joe Ririe, Senior Principal, Pavement Engineering, narrated a PowerPoint presentation of the Pavement
Management System 2020 report including short- term and long- term recommendations.
Discussion followed regarding the system’ s ability to make forecasts, track conditions and deteriorations, and
analyze different scenarios, based on the City’ s budget, the typical life of a street and funding sources for
pavement management.

1. PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS – WRITTEN OR VERBAL
City Manager/ City Clerk Xenia Bradford invited members of the public attending in person, on Zoom or on
the phone, to comment on items not in the agenda.
Michael Baker, CEO, United Boys and Girls Club
Thanked City Council for its support
Provided an update of enrollment, activities and programs of the Boys and Girls Club
Announced their new Saturday operations and program
Brynda Messer, V.P., Santa Ynez Valley Football League and Cheer
Referenced Item No. 6 and requested that Council consider it earlier on the agenda
There were no other public comments.
Motion by Mayor Uhrig to move Item No. 6 of the agenda immediately after Item No. 2 and reorder the
numbering of the agenda, seconded by Councilmember Infanti, and carried with a roll call vote of 5-0.

2. CITY MANAGER REPORT
City Manager/ City Clerk Bradford provided the following highlights:
Discussed COVID- 19 tier updates and recent modifications
Listed available resources for businesses through the American Rescue Plan 2021
Provided details of the American Rescue Plan 2021
Announced upcoming General Plan Update workshops
Addressed General Plan characteristics and the update process
Talked about formation of and recruitment for a General Plan Advisory Committee ( GPAC)
Spoke regarding the Design Review Committee’ s role for the General Plan update
Presented an update on Communications, Operations, and Financial Plan development
Noted upcoming reviews of City programs, service levels and Council goal setting
Reviewed details of the Advance Calendar

3. SANTA YNEZ VALLEY YOUTH FOOTBALL LEAGUE AND CHEER
Consider waiving $ 350 fee for placing a banner for the Santa Ynez Valley Youth Football League
and Cheer on Highway 246 to advertise first upcoming season since COVID- 19 onset
City Manager/ City Clerk Bradford presented details of the report and discussed the request by the Santa Ynez
Valley Youth Football League and Cheer to reestablish the league.
Brynda Messer, V.P., Santa Ynez Valley Football League and Cheer, requested that the City consider waiving
the $ 350 fee to place a banner to advertise their upcoming season; noted financial impacts due to COVID- 19
and introduced attending Board Members and players.
Levi, YFL player, reported this will be his last year playing in the league; expressed excitement that they will
have a season this year and urged Council for its support.
There were no public comments on this item.
Motion by Councilmember Infanti to waive the $350 fee for placing a banner for the Santa Ynez Valley Youth
Football League and Cheer on Highway 246 to advertise first upcoming season since COVID- 19 onset,
seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Orona, and carried with a roll call vote of 5-0.
Recess/ Reconvene
Mayor Uhrig called for a recess at 8:31 p.m. The meeting was reconvened at 8:37 p.m. with all Councilmembers,
present.

4. COUNCIL COMMENTS, REQUESTS AND ADVANCE CALENDAR
Comments and requests from City Council Members. No action will be taken at this meeting.
Councilmember Infanti commented on the success of the recent Vikings Blood Drive; announced the red shed
in the park has been removed and thanked Dave Jameson who volunteered to do the work; reported the
Tournament of Roses Royal Court will visit the City in October and spoke about the possibility of using their
visit for marketing purposes and referenced a prior request by Councilmember Clarke to place pictures of
original buildings with a brief history at various building locations.
Councilmember Clarke offered to follow- up on the matter.

In reply to Councilmember Infanti’ s question regarding hiring a new City Clerk, City Manager/ City Clerk
Bradford described the application and recruitment assessment procedures.
Mayor Uhrig provided a summary of a recent SBCAG meeting; reported on an Air Pollution Control District
meeting; discussed the opening of Solvang schools and reading for the Read Across America Program for
second graders and acknowledged Bethania Lutheran Church and local food banks their service to the
community.
Mayor Pro Tem Orona stated she would like to assist in coordination the visit by the Tournament of Roses
Parade Royal Court.
Councilmember Infanti reported he and Councilmember Thomas attended the recent Friends of the Library
meeting.

5. CONSENT AGENDA
a.
b.
c.
d.

e.

f.

g.

h.
i.

Approval of Agenda as Presented
Approval of Minutes of the Regular City Council meeting on March 8, 2021
Receive Santa Barbara County Sheriff’ s Department Monthly report for January 2021
Notice of Completion- Fifth Street Sidewalk Project, PW061
Accept the improvements recently completed by JJ Fisher Construction for the
Fifth Street Sidewalk Project, PW 061, and direct the City Manager to execute and
record the Notice of Completion
Notice of Completion – Solvang School Sidewalk Project, PW053
Accept the improvements recently completed by G. Sosa Construction for the
Solvang School Sidewalk Project, PW 053, and direct the City Manager to execute
and record the Notice of Completion
FY 2021- 22 Federal Transit Administration ( FTA) Section 5311 Grant Agreement
That the City adopt a Resolution of the City Council of the City of Solvang
authorizing the City Manager to execute an FTA Section 5311 Grant Agreement
with the California Department of Transportation for operations assistance for
the Santa Ynez Valley Transit System for fiscal year 2020- 21
FY 2021- 22 Transit Development Act (TDA) Claim
That the City adopt a Resolution of the City Council of the City of Solvang
authorizing the City Manager to execute and file an appropriate claim with the
Santa Barbara County Association of Governments for Transportation
Development Act funds for the Santa Ynez Valley Transit System for fiscal year
2021- 22
Approve Contract for City Attorney Services
Investment Policy Annual Review
Adopt a Resolution of the City Council of Solvang acknowledging the receipt and
filing of the annual investment policy for fiscal year 2021- 22

Councilmember Infanti pulled Item No. 5.i. from the Consent Agenda for separate discussion.
Mayor Uhrig opened public comments.
There were no public comments.
Mayor Uhrig closed public comments.

Motion by Councilmember Infanti to approve the consent agenda with the removal of Item No. 5.i. for separate
discussion, seconded by Councilmember Clarke, and carried with a roll call vote of 5-0.
Pulled from Consent Agenda
i. Investment Policy Annual Review
Adopt a Resolution of the City Council of Solvang acknowledging the receipt and
filing of the annual investment policy for fiscal year 2021- 22
Councilmember Infanti noted discrepancies in the policy in terms of there being a separate identity between the
City Manager and City Treasurer and another section stating the City Manager can be the City Treasurer and
asked for clarification. He believed the latter does not provide the appropriate checks and balances for handling
City funds and suggested stating that the City Manager can appoint a City Treasurer but cannot be the City
Treasurer.
City Manager/ City Clerk Bradford discussed reorganization of financial operations during the past year;
reported Administrative Services was reorganized into having an Accounting Supervisor who is not fully
responsible to financial statements and running accounting and financial operations and noted the City has an
independent auditor who is responsible for determining whether there are any structural issues within the City’ s
operation. She referenced a recent financial audit report where the City’ s structure has been evaluated and no
weaknesses were found in the system.
Councilmember Infanti felt it does not provide checks and balances as the audit takes place, annually, after the
fact.
City Manager/ City Clerk Bradford stated she does not feel, given the City’ s current status, that a full time
Treasurer/ Finance Director can be justified; suggested forming a Financial Oversight Committee that would act
as a Brown Act body.
City Attorney David Fleishman discussed policies in other cities in terms of keeping the positions of City
Manager and Treasurer distinctly separate; provide alternative options and noted that typically, the Finance
Director would act as Treasurer.
Councilmember Clarke stated he would prefer establishing an oversight board instead of hiring a Finance
Director.
Jason Banta, Supervising Accountant, noted he is not the City Treasurer but handles finances in the system;
noted he does not have the authority to perform banking functions or sign checks but working together with the
City Manager, provides a two-check balance in the system. He added the audit showed the current system is
allowable and there were no concerns.
In response to Mayor Pro Tem Orona’ s inquiry, City Manager/ City Clerk Bradford discussed management of
the City’ s portfolio.
Motion by Councilmember Infanti to approve Item No. 5.i.,as presented, seconded by Mayor Uhrig, and carried
with a roll call vote of 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARING
6. SOLVANG ( SKYTT) MESA LANDSCAPE AND LIGHTING MAINTENANCE

DISTRICT NO 2004-1 RESOLUTION CONFIRMING AND LEVYING ASESSMENTS
a. Conduct a public hearing to hear testimony on the proposed assessments for the Solvang Mesa

Landscape and Lighting Maintenance District; and
b. After hearing testimony adopt a Resolution of the Solvang City Council confirming and levying
assessments for Fiscal Year 2021- 22 and authorize the City Manager to sign the necessary
documents, on behalf of the City, to place the assessments on the property tax roll for
Fiscal Year 2021- 22
Public Works Director/ City Engineer van der Linden narrated a PowerPoint presentation addressing
background, initiation of the assessment process, cost increases, and recommendations.
Discussion followed regarding the basis of the reserve amount, the recommended budget, notification of
residents, complaints and communicating with a representative of the community.
Mayor Uhrig opened the Public Hearing.
There were no public comments.
Mayor Uhrig closed the Public Hearing.
Motion by Councilmember Thomas to adopt a Resolution of the Solvang City Council confirming and levying
assessments for Fiscal Year 2021- 22 and authorize the City Manager to sign the necessary documents, on
behalf of the City, to place the assessments on the property tax roll for Fiscal Year 2021- 22, as presented,
seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Orona, and carried with a roll call vote of 5-0.

REGULAR BUSINESS AGENDA
7. MONTHLY MARKETING UPDATE
Receive monthly marketing report from the City’ s Marketing Consultant, IDK
Scott Shuemake, President, IDK, via Zoom, presented the report; noted they have been focusing on social
media, TV, and film production; reported the Food Network will be filming a show in the City and asked that
City Council come together as part of the show and enjoy a meal.
IDK Representatives addressed statistics on website traffic, conversion and booking metrics, landing page
results, social media growth and impressions, best performing posts, the Solvang FAQ campaign, and public
relations.
Mr. Shuemake discussed the possibility of installing window art in vacant buildings.
Discussion followed regarding filming of the Expedia commercial and sending businesses and residents
notifications of future filming events.
City Council concurred to participate in the Food Network filming.

8. ANNUAL GENERAL PLAN REPORT
Review and receive the 2020 General Plan Annual Report, accept oral testimony and written
comments, and direct that the report be filed with the Governor’ s Office of Planning and Research
and the State Department of Housing and Community Development
Contract Planner Laurie Tamura presented details of the 2020 General Plan Annual Report; discussed the
number of permits issued; listed projects reviewed by the Planning Commission for approval; noted the City
has met its Regional Housing Needs Assessment in all income categories and addressed next steps.

Mayor Uhrig opened public comments.
There were no public comments on this item.
Mayor Uhrig closed public comments.
Councilmember Infanti noted Parks and Recreation has been omitted from the report.
It was noted that Parks and Recreation has been included under Conservation and Open Space.
Councilmember Infanti suggested adding adoption of zoning change amendments for patios; asked about the
total number of units allocated under RHNA under previously approved amounts and noted reference to the
BAR and asked to change it to the DRC.
Discussion followed regarding the status of developing a brochure for ADUs.
Motion by Councilmember Infanti to accept the report and direct that the report be filed with the Governor’ s
Office of Planning and Research and the State Department of Housing and Community Development, as
presented, and discussed, seconded by Mayor Uhrig, and carried with a roll call vote of 5-0.
Motion by Councilmember Infanti to continue the meeting beyond 9:30 p.m., seconded by Councilmember
Clarke, and carried with a roll call vote of 5-0.

9. RESPOND TO SANTA BARBARA COUNTY SHERIFF REQUEST TO EXTEND LAW
ENFORCEMENT SERVICES CONTRACT DISPUTE RESOLUTION PERIOD AS
REQUESTED BY THE SHERIFF
Consider approving a response to the Santa Barbara County Sheriff, as presented, in response to
his request to extend dispute resolution period by forty-five (45) days to attempt to resolve the
City’ s dispute of law enforcement services contract as proposed by the Santa Barbara County.
City Manager/ City Clerk Bradford narrated a PowerPoint presentation addressing background, detailed what
contract cities are asking from the County and discussed recommended responses.
City Attorney Fleishman reported he has been meeting with City Attorneys of contract cities regarding the
legal aspect of this matter.
Mayor Uhrig recused himself as he has a conflict of interest; handed the meeting over to Mayor Pro Tem
Orona and left the meeting.
Mayor Pro Tem Orona opened public comments.
There were no public comments on this item.
Mayor Pro Tem Orona closed public comments.
Motion by Councilmember Infanti to approve a response to the Santa Barbara County Sheriff, as presented,
approving extension of the dispute resolution period by forty- five days to attempt to resolve the City’ s dispute
of law enforcement services contract as proposed by the Santa Barbara County, seconded by Councilmember
Clarke, and carried with a roll call vote of 4-0 with Mayor Uhrig, recused.

Mayor Uhrig returned to the meeting.

10. RECEIVE PRESENTATION REGARDING THE CITY’S CURRENT WEBSITE
WWW.CITYOFSOLVANG.COM)
Hear a presentation from City Staff regarding the City’ s website and provide direction for future
updates to the site
Assistant to the City Manager, David Packard, presented an update of the City’ s website addressing the
current website, results of a recent community survey, recent website changes and potential future website
updates.
Discussion followed regarding plans to give a cohesive look in terms of use of logos and formats through the
General Plan Update, streamlining ways for residents to sign up for newsletters and events, website security
features, redesign cost options and the ability for residents to pay their utility bills, electronically.
Mayor Uhrig opened public comments.
There were no public comments on this item.
Mayor Uhrig closed public comments.
No action was required on this item.

11. CONSIDER A REQUEST FROM SANTA YNEZ COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT
TO ESTABLISH A JOINT SUB-COMMITTEE BETWEEN THE DISTRICT BOARD
AND THE CITY COUNCIL
Consider a request from the Santa Ynez Community Services District to establish a Joint Subcommittee
between the District Board and the City Council to meet periodically to discuss City
of Solvang Wastewater Treatment Plant operations. The City of Solvang provides Wastewater
treatment services to the District
City Manager/ City Clerk Bradford presented the report; addressed background and discussed
recommendations.
Discussion followed regarding prior termination of the Joint Subcommittee.
Mayor Uhrig opened public comments.
There were no public comments on this item.
Mayor Uhrig closed public comments.
Motion by Councilmember Infanti to take no action on this item and approve staff recommendations,
seconded by Councilmember Thomas, and carried with a roll call vote of 5-0.

12. DISCUSS GENERAL PLAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE FORMATION AND CONSIDER
VOLUNTARY APPOINTMENT OF TWO MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL TO
MEMBERSHIP
Discuss General Plan Advisory Committee ( GPAC) formation and consider voluntary appointment
of two members of the Council to GPAC

City Manager/ City Clerk Bradford presented the report; addressed residents who have volunteered to serve on
the GPAC; addressed recruitment; and asked for Council volunteers to be on the GPAC.
Councilmember Infanti and Mayor Pro Tem Orona volunteered to serve on the GPAC.
Discussion followed regarding the recruitment and selection process and advertising the call for applicants.

13. AB1234 REPORT OUT AND COUNCIL CLOSING COMMENTS - None
14. ADJOURNMENT - Mayor Uhrig adjourned the meeting at 10: 33 p.m.

Minutes Prepared by:

XENIA BRADFORD
City Manager/ City Clerk

