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IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Based on guidance from the California Department of Public Health and the California Governor's
Stay at Home Executive Order N-33-20 issued on March 19, 2020 to protect the health and wellbeing of all Californian's and to establish consistency across the state in order to slow the spread of
COVID-19, the City Council meetings may be held remotely only.
We have established alternative methods of participation in the City of Solvang City Council
meetings, pursuant to the California Governor's Executive Order N-29-20, which states:
Providing an opportunity to "observe and address" telephonically or otherwise electronically,
alone, meets the requirement; and
Removing the former requirement from Executive Order N-25-20 of having "at least one publicly
accessible" location from which the public may observe and offer comment. Executive Order N-29-20
now states expressly, "Such a body need not make available any physical location from which
members of the public may observe the meeting and offer public comment."
For the August 19, 2021 Design Review Committee Meeting, the City will provide both
remote and in-person participation options. Due to current increase in COVID-19 cases in
our area, the City strongly encourages REMOTE participation.
We will adhere to COVID-19 social distancing guidelines and the health orders, a limited number of
public will be allowed to enter at one time to provide public comment. Virtual participation will also still
be available via Zoom or phone.
You may observe the live stream of the City Council meetings on www.CityofSolvang.com/YouTube.
Distribution to the Design Review Committee - Submit your comment via email prior to 5 p.m.
on the Monday prior to the meeting. Please submit your comment to the City Clerk at:
Council@CityofSolvang.com. Your comment will be placed into the record and distributed
appropriately.
The following methods of participation are available to the public:
If you wish to make a general public comment or to comment on a specific agenda item, the following
methods are available:
In-person speakers will be invited to make public comments first. Zoom speakers and those wishing
to make a public comment by phone, will be invited to do so once all in-person public comment is
received.
1. In-person. Due to COVID-19 social distancing guidelines, limited number of in-person
participants can be accommodated in the Chambers at a time. Masks are required.
By phone- If you would like to make a comment by phone, please call into conference line
888 788 0099 (Meeting ID: 306 652 9195). The phone line will be open starting at 6 p.m. if
you would like to notify the City ahead of time that you would like to speak on an item or
during open public comment. We appreciate your advance notice to
CityHalll@CityofSolvang.com ahead of time by noon on the day of the meeting if you plan on
calling-in to speak.
3. Join Zoom Meeting – you may also participate by joining Zoom meeting at
https://zoom.us/j/3066529195 (Meeting ID: 306 652 9195). If you wish to speak, please use
the “raised hand” symbol.
2.
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CITY OF SOLVANG
DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA
Thursday, August 19, 2021 5:00 P.M.
Council Chambers – Solvang Municipal Center – 1644 Oak Street
______________________________________________________________________________
DRC Members:

Esther Jacobsen Bates, Patrick Cavanaugh, Joy Culley, Brian Deputy,
Jennifer Dryden Hess

Staff:

Xenia Bradford, City Manager/Planning Director
Laurie Tamura, Contractor Planner
David Packard, Assistant to the City Manager
Chelsea O’Sullivan, Assistant City Attorney

1.

PRELIMINARY MATTERS:
CALL TO ORDER
ROLL CALL
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
APPROVAL OF AGENDA, AS PRESENTED
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MEETINGS ON JULY 22, 2021 AND JUNE 17,
2021...........................................................................................................................4
PUBLIC COMMENT ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA

2.

SUB-COMMITTEE REVIEW- STATUS UPDATE
A. 539 Alisal Road APN 139-143-004
Owner: Darkstar Development, LLC Erik Vasquez
Zoning: DR-20 Zone
This 11-unit condominium project was approved by the Planning Commission
on November 2, 2021. This project was previously reviewed by the old BAR
for colors and materials. The condition of approval required that the project
return to the review body DRC. This is the final review of colors, materials,
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lighting, and landscaping. The DRC approved all the elements of the project
but directed the applicant to provide darker option for the timbers. A
Subcommittee was formed to work with the applicant to develop a
recommendation for timber colors to be brought back to the DRC for final
approval. The applicant had requested continuation of the application. Staff is
working with the applicant and with Subcommittee to review the history of
this project and develop options.....................................................................16
3.

PROJECT RECONSIDERATION
A. 1659 Copenhagen Drive APN 139-189-012
Applicant: Joseph Ogden, Dowdle Gallery/Dowdle Puzzles
Owner: John Peterson
Zoning: TRC Zone District
Request for approval of new signs for the Dowdle Gallery/ Dowdle Puzzles.
There are three proposed signs for the Gallery and two for Dowdle Puzzles.
Two 15” x 29” hanging signs located at the corner entrance
Two 22” x 44” project sign in the eaves of the upper façade.
One 20.75” x 30” wall sign place for Dowdle Puzzles...............................21
B. 1631 Mission Drive
Applicant: Jim Knell
Owner: Jim Knell SIMAS Corp.
Zoning: TRC Zone District
At the last meeting the DRC approved for renovations of the existing building
including patio, fencing, installed of French doors, and landscaping. The last
item was to review colors of the building........................................................27

4.

PLANNING STATUS REPORT – STATUS ON PAST ACTIONS AND
UPCOMING ITEMS

5.

COMMITTEE MEMBER COMMENTS

6.

CITY STAFF COMMENTS
A. Calendar for 2021..................................................................................................33

7.

ADJOURNMENT
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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF
THE SOLVANG
DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE

July 22, 2021
Thursday
5:00 p.m.

Council Chambers
1644 Oak Street
Solvang, CA 93463

1. PRELIMINARY MATTERS
CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL
PRESENT:

Committee Members Patrick Cavanaugh, Joy Culley, Brian Deputy, Esther
Jacobsen Bates, and Jennifer Dryden Hess

STAFF:

Xenia Bradford, City Manager/Planning Director; David Packard, Assistant
to the City Manager; Chelsea O'Sullivan, Assistant City Attorney

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG
Vice Chair Jacobsen Bates led in the Pledge to the Flag.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA, AS AMENDED
City Manager/Planning Director Xenia Bradford announced the minutes from the meeting of June 17, 2021, were
not included in the agenda packet and will be acted upon at the next DRC meeting.
Chair Cavanaugh made minor typographical corrections to the agenda.
Motion by Committee Member Jacobsen Bates to approve the agenda, as amended, seconded by Committee
Member Culley, and carried, unanimously, 5-0.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MEETING ON JUNE 17, 2021
This item was continued to and will be acted upon at the next DRC meeting.
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA
Chair Cavanaugh opened public comments on items not on the agenda.
There were no public comments.
Chair Cavanaugh closed public comments.
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2. GENERAL PLAN VISION & GUIDING PRINCIPLES
Review draft Vision & Guiding Principles developed by General Plan Advisory Committee (GPAC). Provide
comment and recommendations for Planning Commission and Council review.
City Manager/Planning Director Bradford introduced the item and deferred to Rick Rust and Brent Gibbons,
Mintier Harnish, for a presentation.
Rick Rust and Brent Gibbons, Mintier Harnish, narrated a PowerPoint presentation regarding the General Plan
Vision and Guiding principles.
Committee Member Jacobsen Bates suggested deleting "supporting life-long learning" in the Vision Statement
and incorporating, "live, learn, work, play and visit" after "cultures".
Chair Cavanaugh suggested changing "We are" to "It is" and adding the word, "Traditional" before "Danish
architecture".
Vice Chair Jacobsen Bates suggested adding, "Old World" before "architecture".
Discussion followed regarding "We are" versus "We will be", people versus place and the need for consistency
throughout the document.
Mr. Gibbons reported the intent was for the GPU to be community driven and noted the recommended changes
will be presented to the GPAC for their consideration. He continued with his presentation addressing details of
the GPAC recommended Guiding Principles.
Discussion followed regarding changing "proceeded" to "preceded", changing "those who followed them" to
"their successors", adding "safe" after "charming", changing "that can attract" to "that attracts", adding "Old
World" before "Danish village", changing "existing and new" to "new and existing", changing "visitors and
residents" to "residents and visitors", changing "locally-owned businesses" to "local businesses" and adding
"goods" before "services".
The Committee expressed concerns regarding the use of "locally-owned businesses" as being too exclusionary.
Discussion continued regarding adding "diverse" in front of "residential neighborhoods".
Vice Chair Jacobsen Bates suggested the following language for Cultural Resources: "Residents and visitors
value the unique character of our historic and cultural assets. The downtown Danish village, museums, art
venues, and theaters provide educational, social and emotional richness."
Discussion followed regarding trails, infrastructure, making "partnership" plural, adding "all" to natural resources,
and adding a "," after "infrastructure".
Discussion followed regarding adding "a wide range" to the statement on housing, the possibility of addressing
density in housing such as multi-family housing, adding a statement indicating equal protection under the law
under Good Governance and adding "fair" before "equitable".
Mr. Gibbons reviewed next steps.
3. COMMITTEE MEMBER COMMENTS - None
4. CITY STAFF COMMENTS

6

A. Calendar for 2021
City Manager/Planning Director Bradford discussed the DRC calendar for 2021 and noted upcoming meetings of
the Planning Commission and City Council to review the General Plan Vision and Guiding Principles.
5. ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 6:20 p.m.
Minutes Prepared by:

____________________________
XENIA BRADFORD
City Manager/City Clerk
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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF
THE SOLVANG
DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE

June 17, 2021
Thursday
5:00 p.m.

Council Chambers
1644 Oak Street
Solvang, CA 93463

1. PRELIMINARY MATTERS
CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL
PRESENT:

Committee Members Patrick Cavanaugh, Joy Culley, Brian Deputy, Esther
Jacobsen Bates, and Jennifer Dryden Hess

STAFF:

Xenia Bradford, City Manager/Planning Director; Laurie Tamura, Contract
Planner, David Packard, Assistant to the City Manager, David Fleishman,
City Attorney

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG
Committee Member Culley led in the Pledge to the Flag.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA, AS PRESENTED
Motion by Vice Chair Jacobsen Bates to approve the agenda, as presented, seconded by Committee Member
Culley, and carried, unanimously, 5-0.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MEETING ON MAY 20, 2021
Motion by Committee Member Culley to approve the meeting minutes of May 20, 2021, as presented, seconded by
Committee Member Hess, and carried, 4-0, with Vice Chair Jacobsen Bates abstaining as she was not in
attendance at the meeting.
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA
Chair Cavanaugh opened public comments on items not on the agenda.
There were no public comments.
Chair Cavanaugh closed public comments.
2. REVIEW OF DARK SKY LIGHTING COMPLIANCE
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Nancy Emerson, Save our Stars Committee, We Watch, reported on the selection of outdoor lighting that protects
neighbors and the night sky from light pollution while conserving energy and protecting wildlife; discussed the
work of the Save our Stars Committee; discussed evaluation criteria; spoke about the Solvang Exterior Lighting
Ordinance and the need to amend it through the General Plan Update process and presented examples of problem
and smart lighting choices.
3. REPORT ON SUB-COMMITTEE REVIEW
A. 453 Atterdag Square (APN 139-174-015)
Applicant: Miki & Hana, LLC
Owner: Miki & Hana, LLC
Zoning: TRC Zone District
This request is for the review of the painting of the Atterdag Square buildings. The one building has
already been painted (approved by Planning Department in 2020) and the remaining buildings will be
painted per the proposed color palette. The DRC will review the colors for the existing buildings.
Contract Planner Laurie Tamura presented details of the report; discussed previous review by the DRC and a
Subcommittee as well as proposed colors and reported the applicant's acceptance and appreciation of the DRC's
work.
Motion by Vice Chair Jacobsen Bates, to accept the recommendations of the Subcommittee regarding the color
palette for the remaining buildings, as presented, seconded by Committee Member Deputy, and carried,
unanimously, 5-0.
B. 425 First Street (APN 139-192-024)
Water Wheel Building
Owner: Maz Y
This project was reviewed and approved by the Planning Commission on March 1, 2021. This project was
reviewed by the DRC on April 15, 2021. The applicant appealed the approval to the City Council and
was heard on May 10, 2021. The City Council referred this request back to the DRC. DRC appointed subCommittee to review final choices. Base color of “Origami White” and the Timbers color called
“Stillwater” were approved. Applicant is requesting to use the opposite side of the color spectrum
previously approved by DRC and requests that DRC approve “Moscow Blue” instead of “Stillwater”.
Contract Planner Tamura presented details of the report and discussed previous review by the DRC.
Discussion followed regarding the proposed colors for the half timbers and Moscow Blue versus Stillwater.
Chair Cavanaugh opened public comments.
There were no public comments.
Chair Cavanaugh closed public comments.
Motion by Committee Member Culley, to accept the decision of the Subcommittee regarding the color for the half
timbers to be "Stillwater", seconded by Committee Member Hess, and carried, unanimously, 5-0.
4. PROJECT RECONSIDERATION
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A. 539 Alisal Road (APN 139-143-004)
Owner: Darkstar Development, LLC Erik Vasquez
Zoning: DR-20 Zone
This 11-unit condominium project was approved by the Planning Commission on November 2, 2020.
This project was previously reviewed by the Board of Architectural Review (BAR) for colors and
materials. The condition of approval required that the project return to the review body DRC. This is the
final review of colors, materials, lighting, and landscaping. The DRC approved all of the elements of the
project but directed the applicant to provide darker options for the Timbers.
Contract Planner Tamura presented details of the report; addressed various iterations of paint colors and discussed
previous review by the DRC.
Erik Vasquez, representing the Owner, presented examples of a famous neighborhood in Copenhagen as his
inspiration and discussed proposed colors for the half timbers.
Discussion followed regarding no half timbers on the Copenhagen example; the possibility of using a warm tone
for the half timbers in keeping with the roof color, seeing the paint chips to determine the actual proposed colors,
the applicant's intention of maintaining a light look to the buildings, keeping with the existing Design Standards,
painting the half timbers to look like real wood, having a Subcommittee work with the applicant to choose an
appropriate color for the half timbers and the Planning Commission's review and approval of the yellow and blue
building colors.
Committee Members Jacobsen Bates and Deputy volunteered to serve on a Subcommittee to work with the
applicant to choose a warm tone for the half timbers that will compliment the roof color and return with a final
recommendation to the DRC at its next meeting.
Chair Cavanaugh opened public comments.
Nancy Emerson, Save our Stars Committee, We Watch
 Spoke about lighting
 Noted there was no information regarding the height of the parking lot lights
Contract Planner Tamura reported the Subcommittee will review the item and return with information to the next
DRC meeting where final action will be taken.
There were no other public comments.
Chair Cavanaugh closed public comments.
Motion by Committee Member Culley, to form a Subcommittee comprised of Committee Members Jacobsen Bates
and Deputy to work with the applicant to choose a warm tone for the half timbers that will complement the roof
color and return with a final recommendation to the DRC at its next meeting, seconded by Committee Member
Hess, and carried, unanimously, 5-0.
B. 1623 Mission Drive (APN 139-142-003)
Applicant: Jillian Howison
Director of Operations McClain Cellars, Inc.
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Request for reconsideration, review, and approval for the proposed sign plan. This property is in the TRC
zone district.
Contract Planner Tamura presented details of the report; addressed prior actions by the DRC; discussed proposed
changes in outdoor lighting and installation of retractable awnings and provided recommendations.
Discussion followed regarding installation of awnings on all three windows along the front, use of the sidewalk
for seating, entry into the building and approval of the application by the landlord.
Chair Cavanaugh opened public comments.
Nancy Emerson, Save our Stars Committee, We Watch
 Asked about the proposed sign lighting
 Commented on approval of the building lights
 Suggested checking the wattage for compliance
It was noted the maximum wattage is 50 watts.
Jillian Howison
 Ensured that lighting would be compliant
Jason McClain
 Commented on moving an existing light for increased safety
 Hoped to expedite the project
 Suggested allowing one sign in the center
 Requested the Committee consider a sign larger than 7'
There were no other public comments.
Chair Cavanaugh closed public comments.
Discussion followed regarding the need to comply with the Sign Ordinance and Design Standards.
Motion by Vice Chair Jacobsen Bates, to approve one sign of 7 square feet, consider the strength of the bulb or
LED fixtures for lighting, and approve the awnings and the projection sign, as presented, seconded by Committee
Member Hess, and carried, unanimously, 5-0.
Chair Cavanaugh noted this item was not an appeal, but rather reconsideration of a decision made at the
Committee's April meeting. In reply to his question regarding setting a limit for filing for reconsideration of an
item, City Manager/Planning Director Bradford discussed flexibility in requesting a review of anything that is
within the Committee's jurisdiction.
Vice Chair Jacobsen Bates stated it would be helpful if an item can be reconsidered within a month of the last
action on that item, by the DRC.
5. SIGN APPROVAL APPLICATIONS
A. 1659 Copenhagen Drive (APN 139-189-012)
Applicant: Joseph Ogden, Dowdle Gallery/Dowdle Puzzles
Owner: John Peterson
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Zoning: TRC Zone District
Request for approval of new signs for the Dowdle Gallery/ Dowdle Puzzles. There are three proposed
signs for the Gallery and two for the Puzzles. Two 15” x 29” hanging signs located at the corner entrance
Two 22” x 44” project sign in the eaves of the upper façade. One 20.75” x 30” wall sign place for
Dowdle Puzzles.
Contract Planner Tamura presented details of the report and reviewed the proposed signs for consideration;
discussed the original proposal and the current proposal; spoke about relocating the proposed projection sign to
the other side of the window and noted all of the signs meet the City's Sign Ordinance.
Discussion followed regarding the number of businesses at the location and the variation in the sign colors.
Chair Cavanaugh opened public comments.
Glenn Windh, Property Manager
 Explained there are two businesses on the site
 Reported the applicant has not requested permission for the new signs
 Asked the DRC to continue the matter until the next regular meeting
 Noted the signage should be directly proportionate to the linear footage of the frontage of the
building
There were no other public comments.
Chair Cavanaugh closed public comments.
Discussion followed regarding the number of signs allowed, reviewing the schedule of signs and placement of the
projection sign on Copenhagen.
Motion by Committee Member Culley, to continue this item to the next regular meeting of the DRC to allow for
additional information from the applicant and the property manager, seconded by Committee Member Jacobsen
Bates, and carried, unanimously, 5-0.
B. 595 Alamo Pintado Road (APN 139-189-012)
Applicant: Clark & DeHahn Estate and Trust Attorneys
Owner:
Zoning: C-2 Zone District
Request for approval of new signs for the Attorneys. There are two proposed signs. One 15” x 29” Wall
Sign facing Mission Drive State Route 246 One 20.75” x 30” Directory Sign
Contract Planner Tamura presented details of the report and reviewed the proposed signs for consideration; noted
it is outside of the TRC; discussed standards for the location; addressed the proposed colors; reported it is
consistent with the ordinance and recommended approval.
Discussion followed regarding the sign materials.
Chair Cavanaugh opened public comments.
Brian Schneider, BOS Signs
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 Discussed the sign materials and specifications
There were no other public comments.
Chair Cavanaugh closed public comments.
Motion by Committee Member Hess, to approve the proposed signs as presented, seconded by Committee
Member Deputy, and carried, unanimously, 5-0.
C. 2023 Mission Drive
Applicant: Mason Bennett
Owner:
Zoning: C-2 Zoning District
Request for approval of a Barber Pole and a business sign
Contract Planner Tamura presented details of the report and reviewed the proposed signs for consideration; noted
this is a new business; addressed location; reported the ordinance allows for a neon sign but only indicating
"Open" or "Closed"; reported the business is currently open, without sign permits; reported staff is working with
the business owner to remove or replace the existing neon sign and stated the barber sign is allowed but it must
not be animated.
Discussion followed regarding prohibiting the use of animated signs, the material of the main sign, allowing neon
or LED lights, outside the Village if signs are less than two square feet and the express prohibition of neon signs.
City Manager/Planning Director Bradford will review the regulations and return to the DRC with a report.
Chair Cavanaugh opened public comments.
There were no public comments.
Chair Cavanaugh closed public comments.
Discussion followed regarding refurbishing/painting the signposts.
Motion by Committee Member Jacobsen Bates, to approve the design for the sign, as per the Sign Ordinance,
with a recommendation that the sign holder (post) be refurbished and follow staff's recommendations, ensure no
animation of the barber pole, and follow staff's recommendation to not allow the barber shop sign if it is greater
than 2 square feet, seconded by Committee Member Deputy, and carried, unanimously, 5-0.
Recess/Reconvene
Chair Cavanaugh called for a recess at 6:45 p.m. The meeting was reconvened at 6:57 p.m., with all Committee
Members, present.
6. DEVELOPMENT PROJECT REVIEW
A. Hadsten House Inn, 1450 Mission Drive
Applicant: Scott Gold, Chumash
Owner: Chumash
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Zoning: TRC Zone District
Request for review and approval for renovations to the Hadsten Inn project
Contract Planner Tamura narrated a PowerPoint presentation regarding the proposed project.
Scott Gold, Applicant, reported that Hadsten is a rail town, in Denmark and became the inspiration for the
building; addressed the variety in colors and textures and discussed the proposed lighting and their location and
guard rails.
Discussion followed regarding removal of the flagpoles, the proposed artwork on the stairs, the sophisticated
design and colors, and the existing trees.
Chair Cavanaugh opened public comments.
There were no public comments.
Chair Cavanaugh closed public comments.
Motion by Vice Chair Jacobsen Bates, to approve the proposed renovations to the Hadsten Inn project, as
presented, with a recommendation for the applicant to consider other options for the tiles, seconded by
Committee Member Culley, and carried, unanimously, 5-0.
B. PARC Building Shade Screen, 1623 Mission Drive
Applicant: Jim Knell
Owner: Jim Knell SIMAS Corp.
Zoning: TRC Zone District
Request for approval for a sunshade feature in the courtyard of the PARC building
Contract Planner Tamura narrated a PowerPoint presentation regarding the proposed project and recommended
approval.
Discussion followed regarding the sunshade materials, colors, and dimensions,
Chair Cavanaugh opened public comments.
There were no public comments.
Chair Cavanaugh closed public comments.
Motion by Committee Member Culley, to approve the sunshade feature in the courtyard of the PARC building, as
presented, seconded by Committee Member Deputy, and carried, unanimously, 5-0.
C. 1631 Mission Drive
Applicant: Jim Knell
Owner: Jim Knell SIMAS Corp.
Zoning: TRC Zone District
Request for approval for renovations of the existing building including patio, fencing, installation of
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French doors, and landscaping
Contract Planner Tamura narrated a PowerPoint presentation regarding the proposed project and recommended
approval.
Tony Cutter, representing the Applicant, spoke about the project; discussed removal of the bay windows and
installation of French doors.
Discussion followed regarding retaining the exiting colors, the color of the railing, the possibility of changing the
roof in the future, location of the concrete planters, the plant palette, use of decking and railing, complying with
ADA requirements, the possibility for adding a mural to the adjacent white building or adding screening
plants/hedges along the property line and considering different options for building colors.
Chair Cavanaugh opened public comments.
There were no public comments.
Chair Cavanaugh closed public comments.
Motion by Committee Member Deputy, to approve the architectural improvements, as presented, and consider
different color options for the building at the next DRC meeting, seconded by Vice Chair Jacobsen Bates, and
carried, unanimously, 5-0.
7. PRELIMINARY REVIEW
A. Sansum Clinic, 1925-1927 Windmill Lane (APN 139-540-013,014)
Applicant: Sansum
Owner: Dick Drew
Zoning: P-O Zone District
Request for preliminary review of the new Sansum Medical Clinic. This building will consist of 32,000
SF of Medical building and specialty Services with 157 parking spaces with a two-level parking structure
Contract Planner Tamura narrated a PowerPoint presentation regarding the proposed project, noting this is a
preliminary, conceptual review.
Name undisclosed (via Zoom), Architect, reviewed the proposed project; discussed parking and installing a
parking platform one level above the surface parking and a proposed ramp and additional screening and
landscaping on the platform.
Discussion followed regarding the proposal for a Spanish-style architecture, softening the rooftop, visibility of the
parking lot from the street, providing parking at adequate levels, on-site, the adjacent City property, additional
traffic in the area, the possibility of adding solar panels, safety concerns relative to the proposed covered parking,
the feasibility of building subterranean parking, the potential of flooding in the area, traffic circulation, additional
concept ideas, creating a park-like space and other locations considered.
8. GENERAL PLAN UPDATE AND GPAC MEETINGS
City Manager/Planning Director Bradford discussed the General Plan Update and GPAC meetings and addressed
next steps.
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9. COMMITTEE MEMBER COMMENTS - None
10. CITY STAFF COMMENTS
Contract Planner Tamura announced the next meeting of the DRC and upcoming agenda items.
11. ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 8:24 p.m.
Minutes Prepared by:

____________________________
XENIA BRADFORD
City Manager/City Clerk
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Memorandum
CITY OF SOLVANG
Design Review Committee
Meeting Date: August 19, 2021
To:

Design Review Committee Members

From:

Xenia Bradford, City Manager/Planning Director
Laurie Tamura, Contract Planner
Chelsea O’Sullivan, Assistant City Attorney

Re:

539 Alisal Road
Review of Timber Color

Requested Committee Action: Status update
Discussion: The project was reviewed and approved by the Planning Commission on November 2, 2020.
The project was then scheduled for review by the DRC on June 17, 2021. The DRC reviewed the whole
project and the proposed colors and approved the overall plan and the base colors of yellow and light
blue.
The DRC did not support the white timber colors and requested the applicant come back with
alternative color for the timbers in alignment with Design Guidelines. A subcommittee was appointed to
work with the applicant. Esther Jacobsen Bates and Brian Deputy agreed to meet with the applicant to
review colors. The applicant did not provide alternative colors until August 9, 2021.
Recommendation: The proposed color of Benjamin Moore Bear Creek 1470 is in alignment with Design
Guidelines based on the findings below. DRC can consider approving the color for the half-timbers or
further discuss alternative options with the applicant, including earlier versions of proposed renderings.
F. Findings
5. There shall be a harmonious relationship with existing and proposed adjoining developments,
avoiding excessive variety and monotonous repetition, but allowing similarity of style, if
warranted.
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Memorandum
CITY OF SOLVANG
Design Review Committee
Meeting Date: August 19, 2021
To:

Design Review Committee Members

From:

Xenia Bradford, City Manager/Planning Director
Laurie Tamura, Contract Planner
Chelsea O’Sullivan, Assistant City Attorney

Re:

1659 Copenhagen Drive
Sign Plan Dowdle Gallery and Puzzles

Requested Committee Action: The applicant is requesting approval of the sign plan for Dowdle Gallery
and Puzzles. The signs will have direct frontage on First Street and Copenhagen Drive and replace
previously existing signs at this location.
Discussion: This item was scheduled for the June 17, 2021 hearing but there was a request to continue
the item to clarify the sign plan with the owner of the building.
The sign plan includes the following signs
Entrance Trellis two 15” x 29” hanging signs located at the corner entrance
One 20.75” x 30” wall sign
Two 22” x44” projection signs in the eaves of the upper façade
The proposed signs meet the City Sign Ordinance as to size and placement.
Findings: Since this review is on an existing building and there are no proposed exterior building
changes, the only finding for this approval would be those on the signs.
F. Findings
5. There shall be harmonious relations with existing and proposed adjoining development
avoiding excessive variety and monotonous repletion, but allowing similarity of style, if
warranted.
8. Signs, including their lighting shall be well designed and shall be appropriate in size and
location.
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Memorandum
CITY OF SOLVANG
Design Review Committee
Meeting Date: August 19, 2021
To:

Design Review Committee Members

From:

Xenia Bradford, City Manager/Planning Director
Laurie Tamura, Contract Planner
Chelsea O’Sullivan, Assistant City Attorney

Re:

1631 Mission Drive
Yellow Cottage Remodel

Requested Committee Action: The applicant Jim Knell of SIMAS is requesting approval of the exterior
renovations of the yellow cottage at 1631 Mission Drive. This building was originally a residence but has
been used as offices and/or businesses for many years.
Discussion: The DRC reviewed this request on June 17, 2021 and approved the proposed changes.
The proposed changes to convert the building to a wine tasting business included interior remodel for
this use. The exterior changes will include converting the bay window in the front to French Doors
opening out to a new patio. There will also be French doors installed on the western frontage of the
building (replacing existing windows).
A wrap around patio will be installed in the front of the building and will be extended out to about half
of the existing front yard. This patio will extend across the whole front of the building with ADA access
being provided from the sidewalk. The patio will wrap around the east side of the building to give the
public access from the parking lot in the back. The patio will have a wooden rail fencing with hog wire
mesh for safety.
Landscaping with be installed along the remaining front yard with similar planting palette as the building
to the west.
Colors: The original proposal was to repaint the building the same yellow color with white trim and
orange accents. The DRC requested that the applicant come back with alternative color proposal. They
are proposing to paint the structure a dark blue called “Tried and True Blue” (Dunn Edwards) with the
trim color being “Simply White” (Benjamin Moore). The roof will have the same color as the adjacent
PARC building.
Recommendation: Staff is pleased to see that the old house will be remaining and efforts to renovate it
are being proposed by the owner. The proposed blue and white color scheme will add variety to the
buildings along this section of Mission Drive while not being excessive.
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Findings: Since this review is on an existing building, the only findings for approval would be those
focused on the building changes.
Section 11-17-1
F. Findings
5. There shall be a harmonious relationship with existing and proposed adjoining developments,
avoiding excessive variety and monotonous repetition, but allowing similarity of style, if
warranted.
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CITY OF SOLVANG –
DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE
CALENDAR FOR 2021 HEARINGS
2021
Hearing Dates

3rd Thursday of the
Month at 5:00

January, 2021

Last day for
application submittal
Thursday 2 weeks before
meeting

February, 2021

Draft Staff Reports for
city staff review

Agenda package

Post on
Website

Monday ten days before
meeting.

Friday
before meeting

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Monday
before meeting

N/A

March 11, 2021

February 25, 2021

March 1, 2021

March 5, 2021

March 8, 2021

April 15, 2021

April 1, 2021

April 5, 2021

March 31, 2021

April 1, 2021

May 20, 2021

May 6, 2021

May 10, 2021

May 14, 2021

May 17, 2021

June 17, 2021

June 3, 2021

June 7, 2021

June 10, 2021

June 14, 2021

July 15, 2021

July 1, 2021

July 5, 2021

July 9, 2021

July 12, 2021

August 19, 2021

August 5, 2021

August 9, 2021

August 13, 2021

August 16, 2021

Sept. 16, 2021

September 2, 2021

September 6, 2021

September 10, 2021

September 13, 2021

October 21, 2021

October 7, 2021

October 11, 2021

October 15, 2021

October 18, 2021

November 18, 2021

November 4, 2021

November 8 , 2021

November 12, 2021

November 15 , 2021

December 16, 2021

December 2, 2021

December 6, 2021

December 10, 2021

December 13, 2021

