Last Resolution No. 20-1104
Last Ordinance No. 20-0345

AGENDA
REGULAR MEETING OF THE SOLVANG CITY COUNCIL
COUNCIL CHAMBERS
1644 OAK STREET
June 8, 2020
6:30 PM
Please be advised that, pursuant to State Law, any member of the public may address the Council concerning
any item on the Agenda. Please be aware that Items on the Consent Calendar are considered to be
routine and are normally enacted by one vote of the Council.
If you wish to speak regarding an item on the Consent Agenda, please do so during Public Communications.

Regular City Council meetings are broadcast live on Channel 23 in the Santa Ynez Valley, and
stream live on the City’s website at www.cityofsolvang.com/City Council

We hope that you can join us (virtually) for the next City Council meeting. Instructions for participating in the
meeting are located here: www.cityofsolvang.com/AgendaCenter. All Regular Meetings of the Solvang City
Council may be viewed via live stream, on the City’s YouTube channel:
www.youtube.com/channel/UC15ThpbeQv6NkgYrup61SfA. Once again, please be safe, stay healthy, and
STAY HOME

CALL TO ORDER
ROLL CALL
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
1. PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS – WRITTEN OR VERBAL
2. EXECUTIVE REPORTS & ADVANCE CALENDAR
Informational Reports and Advanced Calendar
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3. CONSENT AGENDA
a. Approval of Agenda as Presented
b. Approval of Draft Minutes of the May 26, 2020 Regular City Council Meeting and Draft
Minutes of the May 26, 2020 Special City Council Meeting
c. Approve contract with IDK for Fiscal Year 2020-21 per Council direction from April 13
REGULAR BUSINESS AGENDA
4. COVID-19 EMERGENCY SITUATIONAL UPDATE AND POLICY DIRECTION
Staff recommends that the City Council receive an update on COVID-19 Disaster situational
update and provide staff with any additional policy direction as needed.
5. GENERAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION – NOVEMBER 3, 2020
1. Adopt resolution calling for the holding of a General Municipal Election to be held on
Tuesday, November 3, 2020, for the election of certain officers as required by the provisions
of the laws of the State of California relating to Charter Law Cities; and for the submission
to the qualified voters a proposed Ordinance; and
2. Adopt resolution requesting the Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa Barbara to render
specified services to the City relating to the conduct of a General Municipal Election to be
held on Tuesday, November 3, 2020; and
3. Adopt resolution requesting the Board of Supervisors of the County Santa Barbara to
consolidate a General Municipal Election to be held on Tuesday, November3, 2020, with the
Statewide General Election to be held on that date pursuant § 10403 of the Elections Code;
and
4. Adopt resolution adopting regulations for candidates for elective office pertaining to
candidate statements submitted to the voters at an election to be held on Tuesday, November
3, 2020; and
5. Adopt resolution providing for a procedure for determining by lot a tie among candidates at
the November 3, 2020 consolidated General Municipal Election in accordance with Elections
Code Section 15651; and
6. Adopt resolution accepting the certification of the City Clerk as to the sufficiency of the
initiative petition entitled City of Solvang Urban Growth Boundary Initiative; and
7. Adopt resolution setting priorities for filing (a) written argument (s) regarding a City measure
and directing the City Attorney to prepare an impartial analysis.
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6. URBAN GROWTH BOUNDARY INITIATIVE
1. Adopt the Urban Growth Boundary Initiative as presented (in which case no election vote is
required)
2. Direct staff to set the initiative to be placed on the November ballot; or
3. Direct staff to prepare a report to answer questions about the UGB and return to the Council
in a timely manner so it could still be set for this November’s election
7. SOLVANG BREWING COMPANY PATIO EXPANSION, PARKING WAIVER, AND
ABC REGULATIONS
Consider a request from applicant, Solvang Brewing Company, to waive parking in lieu fees.
By motion,
1. that the City Council review the site plan for the expansion of the outdoor patio in order to address
the social distancing requirements for patrons; and affirm Planning Director’s grant of a reduction in
onsite parking of two spaces as allowed in the Urgency Ordinance, and; grant a waiver of additional
8 spaces as allowed per Sec 11-11-9D of the City of Solvang Zoning Ordinance.
Alternatively,
Do not approve the fee waiver or provide only partial waiver through fee reduction.
2. that the City Manager be authorized and directed to advise ABC and any other agency with
jurisdiction that the City supports and has provided for expansion of the premises to include the
parking area as shown in the attached site plan and that such expansion should include allowance for
non-amplified music within such area, subject to regulation by the City.
8. RESPONSE TO THE 2019-20 SANTA BARBARA COUNTY GRAND JURY REPORT,
“CYBER-ATTACKS THREATEN SANTA BARBARA COUNTY.”
Approve the letter for the Mayor’s signature that responds to the subject Santa Barbara Grand
Jury Report.
9. AB1234 REPORT OUT, COUNCIL COMMENTS AND REQUESTS
10. ADJOURNMENT

AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING
I , Xenia Bradford, City Manager/City Clerk, for the City of Solvang, California, DO HEREBY
CERTIFY, under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California, that the foregoing notice
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was posted at the City of Solvang City Hall bulletin board, Solvang website at www.cityofsolvang.com,
on this 6th day of June 2020.
Copies of staff reports and supporting documentation pertaining to each item on this agenda are available
for public viewing and inspection at City Hall, 1644 Oak Street, Solvang, during regular business hours
and on the City’s website www.cityofsolvang.com, in addition, any writings relating to an open session
agenda item provided to a majority of the Council after the posting of the agenda, will be identified and
available separately at City Hall and may be posted to the website.
In Compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to
participate in this meeting, you should contact the office of Administrative Services at 688-5575 or
the California Relay Service. Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting would enable the City to
make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting.

4

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF
THE SOLVANG CITY COUNCIL

May 26, 2020
Monday
6:30 p.m.

Council Chambers
1644 Oak Street
Solvang, CA 93463

CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor Toussaint called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.

ROLL CALL:
PRESENT:

Mayor Ryan Toussaint, Mayor Pro Tem Robert Clarke, Council Members
Chris Djernaes, Daniel Johnson, and Karen Waite (via teleconference)

STAFF:

Xenia Bradford, City Manager, and Chip Wullbrandt, City Attorney

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Led by Mayor Pro Tem Clarke
1. PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS – WRITTEN OR VERBAL
Ed (Solvang Brewing Company)
 Addressed the Council regarding reopening commerce in Solvang in a post- COVID-19 era
 Spoke about the looming changes to the service industry as a result of social distancing guidelines
 Briefed the Council on his proposal of an expansion of existing outdoor patio space to the sidewalk
parallel to Mission Drive
 Stated that this expansion will include a park like setting with artificial planters and tables
appropriately distanced and shade to accommodate social distancing guidelines
Callers – None
Mayor Pro Tem Clarke read a statement requested to be read into the record submitted by Joshua Yamazaki,
Solvang resident in which he expresses concern over comments made by Council Member Karen Waite at
the May 11, 2020 City Council meeting related to the City’s microloan program and the potential conflict
of interest with members of the City Council or their relatives who own businesses in town applying for
these City micro-loans.
Richard Lane
 Spoke about re-opening the economy in Solvang in a timely manner, particularly restaurants
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2. EXECUTIVE, PIO REPORTS & ADVANCE CALENDAR
City Manager Xenia Bradford presented a brief report with the following highlights:
 Provided a recap of what the City has done and continues to do to help Solvang’s businesses and
the proposed changes that require Council approval
 County of Santa Barbara has been certified by the State of California to reopen and begin the latter
part of Phase II
 City now has encroachment permits now for business seeking to operate within the ROW
 Spoke about the extension of the rent payment moratorium for residents and businesses
 Briefed the Council on the advanced calendar including the Special Meeting on Saturday, June 6
at 10:30 a.m. at City Hall to review the preliminary financial plan
3. CONSENT AGENDA

a.
b.

c.
d.
e.
f.

Approval of Agenda as Presented
Approval of Draft Minutes of the April 27, 2020 Regular City Council Meeting and Draft
Minutes of the May 11, 2020 Regular City Council Meeting
Receive and File Santa Barbara County Sheriff’s Office Monthly Report for April 2020
Receive City of Solvang Quarterly Financial Report for Quarter 3
Receive the City of Solvang General Plan and Housing Update report required to be filed with
the State of California
Parcel Map 30077-3 Lot Subdivision (acceptance)

Mayor Toussaint asked if Council Members wished to pull any items, hearing none, he opened for
public comments.
City Manager Xenia Bradford stated that she wanted to make an amendment to the agenda regarding
item 3e and it was that staff had included an incorrect attachment, which is now being replaced with
the correct attachment with said documents required to be sent to the State.
Motion made by Mayor Toussaint to approve the Consent Agenda with the City Manager’s amendment
to agenda item 3e, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Clarke, and carried with a roll call vote of 5-0.
PUBLIC HEARING(S)
4. PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER ADDITION OR ENLARGEMENT OF OUTDOOR SEATING
FOR RESTAURANTS, BARS AND WINE TASTING IN THE TRC
a. Adopt on a four-fifths vote Ordinance No. 20-0344 entitled, “Urgency Ordinance of the City Council of the
City of Solvang, California Replacing Sections of 11-7A-1B2 and 11-16-4B of the Solvang Municipal Code”;
and
b. Introduce on a simple majority vote and conduct the first reading (by title only and waive further reading) of
Ordinance No. 20-0345 entitled, “An Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Solvang, California
Replacing Sections of 11-7A-1-B2 and 11-164B of the Solvang Municipal Code and determining the Ordinance
to be exempt from CEQA” and refer to Planning Commission for recommendation.
City Manager stated that this is one of those items aimed at helping businesses by creating more outdoor space
opportunities and asked the City Attorney to present the staff report detailing what the ordinances included in
the agenda packet are intended to do and answered questions from the City Council.
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Mayor Toussaint opened public comment at 8:13 p.m.
There were no public comments.
Mayor Toussaint closed public comment at 8:13 p.m.

Motion made by Mayor Toussaint to approve the item as presented, seconded by Council Member
Djernaes, and carried with a roll call vote of 5-0.
5. A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOLVANG ESTABLISHING FEE
COST RECOVERY FOR PLANNING FEES
Staff recommends that the City Council adopt Resolution No. 20-1105, a Resolution of the City Council of the
City of Solvang amending fee structure for planning fees to provide recovery of actual costs.
City Manager Xenia Bradford requested that this item be moved to the next regularly scheduled City Council
meeting, without objection, it was so ordered.
Mayor Toussaint opened public comment at 8:18 p.m.
There were no public comments.
Mayor Toussaint closed public comment at 8:18 p.m.

Motion made by Mayor Toussaint to move this item to the next meeting, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem
Clarke, and carried with a roll call vote of 5-0.
6. AN UNCODIFIED EMERGENCY ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
SOLVANG EXTENDING A TEMPORARY MORATORIUM ON EVICTIONS FOR NON-PAYMENT
OF RENT BY RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL TENANTS WHO HAVE BEEN HARMED
FINANCIALLY AS A RESULT OF COVID 19
That Council introduce and adopt by at least four-fifths vote, after reading in full, and uncodified Emergency
Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Solvang, extending the temporary moratorium on evictions for
non-payment of rent by residential and commercial tenants who have been harmed financially as a result of
COVID-19.
Xenia Bradford asked the City Attorney to present the staff report. Chip Wullbrandt City Attorney stated that
this is a fairly easy item to present and that staff is seeking the City Council to consider extending the expiration
of the ordinance the City Council passed in March; that the extension will go through July 31, 2020.
A brief discussion ensued whereby Council Members sought additional clarification on the guidelines for the
moratorium.
Mayor Toussaint opened public comment at 8:25 p.m.
There were no public comments.
Mayor Toussaint closed public comment at 8:25 p.m.

Motion made by Mayor Toussaint to accept staff’s recommendation, seconded by Council Johnson,
and carried with a roll call vote of 4-0-1 (Mayor Pro Tem Clarke voting no).
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REGULAR BUSINESS AGENDA
7. COVID-19 EMERGENCY SITUATIONAL UPDATE AND POLICY DIRECTION
Staff recommends that the City Council receive staff report on COVID-19 Disaster situational update and
provide staff with any additional policy direction.
City Manager Xenia Bradford briefed the Council on the latest developments of COVID-19 stating that the City
is now on stage 2 of the latter part of re-opening and that the County has provided the criteria for certification
for reopening. Ms. Bradford used a PowerPoint to bring the Council up to speed with respect to the four stages
of the Governor’s reopening strategy.
RECESS AND RECONVENE
Mayor Toussaint called for a recess at 8:30 p.m. The assembly reconvened at 8:37 p.m. with all Council
Members, present.
Mayor Toussaint clarified that the T-bed tax is something that needs to be addressed with the SYV since that is
a separate issue.
Mayor Toussaint opened public comment at 8:40 p.m.
There were no public comments.
Mayor Toussaint closed public comment at 8:40 p.m.

Motion made by Mayor Toussaint to accept staff’s recommendation, seconded by Council Djernaes,
and carried with a roll call vote of 5-0.
8. MARKETING AND TOURISM UPDATE
Staff recommends that the City Council:
1. Receive staff report, including public relations media valuation report and proposed modifications and street
closures to accommodate social distancing; and
2. Authorize the City Manager to implement recommended street closures and temporary structures to expand
business operations to outdoor spaces
City Manager Xenia Bradford made brief comments relative to this item and asked IDK staff to expand on the
staff report.
Scott Shumake, IDK President, and Ana Ferguson presented the staff report and answered questions from
Council.
Mayor Toussaint opened public comment at 9:40 p.m.
There were no public comments.
Mayor Toussaint closed public comment at 9:40 p.m.

Motion made by Mayor Toussaint to accept staff’s recommendation, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem
Clarke, and carried with a roll call vote of 5-0.
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AB1234 REPORT OUT, COUNCIL COMMENTS AND REQUESTS
There were no AB1234 reports to announce.
Mayor Pro Tem Clarke commented that with respect to the public comments via email, which are received that
these are read by the Council and archived.
Mayor Toussaint thanked the public for getting engaged and submitting their comments and that they are taken
to heart; spoke about the challenges and tough decisions faced by the Council.
Council Member Djernaes asked if staff could be encouraged to survey the residents about what is transpiring
in the City to make the residents better informed.
Mayor Toussaint adjourned the meeting at 9:55 p.m.

Minutes Prepared by:

____________________________
DARYL A. BETANCUR, MMC
Deputy City Clerk

In accordance with Solvang Municipal Code Section 1-4-16 (Ord. 14-305), minutes of the City Council of
the City of Solvang are prepared in action style.

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF
THE SOLVANG CITY COUNCIL

May 26, 2020
Monday
4:30 p.m.

Council Chambers
1644 Oak Street
Solvang, CA 93463

CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor Toussaint called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.

ROLL CALL:
PRESENT:

Mayor Ryan Toussaint, Mayor Pro Tem Robert Clarke, Council Members
Chris Djernaes, Daniel Johnson, and Karen Waite (via teleconference)

STAFF:

Xenia Bradford, City Manager, and Chip Wullbrandt, City Attorney

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Led by Mayor Pro Tem Clarke.
REGULAR AGENDA
1. CITY OF SOLVANG ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & VETERAN’S HALL SPECIFIC SITE
PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT RECOMMENDATIONS
Mayor Toussaint read an initial statement into the record regarding public participation.
Motion made by Mayor Toussaint to proceed as follows: 1) receive staff’s report and developers presentations;
2) have the Council ask questions, not give comments; 3) hear public questions and comments until 6:15 pm.;
and 4) continue the meeting to an outdoor meeting such as Solvang Park to be held in the next two weeks,
seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Clarke, and carried with a roll call vote of 5-0.
City Manager Xenia Bradford stated that the Council had given prior policy direction when it discussed the
2019-2020 Financial Plan Development with one of the Council’s goals being to create a Master Plan for
Solvang’s future, and which included consideration for development at and near the Veterans Hall. Ms.
Bradford provided an update on the progress made to date with respect to this goal including several Agenda
items on economic development in open public sessions and the State of the City. Xenia Bradford reported on
initial contact made with all involved stakeholders at the specific cite and stated that the item was just the
beginning and a kick-off for community wide feedback for the conceptual development.
Ken Hira, President Kosmont Companies briefed the Council on the high light feasibility of the project and the
economic development opportunities it presents for the City. To see the entire presentation, please refer to
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0de8nrt3kTw. (time stamp 40:10/4:16:14).
Jarred Gorin from Vangard Planning representing Mr. Ed. St. George and his team articulated for the Council
the specifics of the project. Mr. Gorin’s presentation can be found in its entirety at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0de8nrt3kTw. (time stamp 1:16:36/4:16:14).
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PUBLIC COMMENTS
Due to the many speakers wishing to offer public input and in following the guidelines of the Municipal Code,
public comments are summarized as those in opposition to project and those in favor or project by listing names
accordingly and the method of their feedback (letter, zoom, comment, present, etc.)
The following speakers offered public comment against the proposal:
Chris Nielsen Hazel Mortesen
Linda Hanly
Andreas Pyper
Mary Beth Lee Erika Orona
Lindsey Kennedy-Hume (Zoom)

Ron Bendlet
Elise Oloff
Suzan Hamilton-Todd Lansing Duncan
Darryl Scheck
Jan Hubbell (Zoom)

Dean Clickgard
Bruce Porter
Richard Lane (Zoom)

In addition to the above speakers, emails in opposition were received from the following individuals:
Sue Pohls
Robyn Martinek
Andreas Pyper
Sheila Benedict
Bill Bonham
Mary Bahnken
Richard Lane
Gay Infanti
Helmina Schenck
Heather Walker
Debra Deyette
Julia Shaffer
John Harper
Trent Casberg
William Bebernes
Rebecca Firth
Ken Sorensen
Lindsey K-Hume
Joanne Clark
Janeen Beller
Thomas Wagstaffe
Katie Dabney
Pamela Andrade

Mikki Robinson
Erica Valdes
Lauren Benarth
Michael Hecker
Bonnie Jacobsen
Robyn Moon
John Duncan
Jacque Wagstaffe
Suellen Stewart
Stephanie Cruickshank
Anna Lincoln
John & Suzanne Petersen
Eileen M. Clark
Russ & Rosemary Banko
Peter Aichinger
Susan Kaushaar
Stephanie Satom
William M. Moreland
Linda Parsons
Cori Lassahn
John Duncan
Shirley Stacy
Hudson Hornic

Katie Pearson
Marion Hallum
Charlie Uhrig
John Novak
Marilyn Larsen
Elsie M. Lassiter
Barbara Shaffer
Laura Buff
Susie Pierson
Lauren Hemming
Dan Weisman
Rikka Rasmussen
Mark Purcell
Jan Hubbell
Donna A-Ineman
Priscilla Copass
Lauren Watts
Patricia H-Duncan
Patricia Simon
Denise Rose
Suzan Hamilton-Todd
Carl Butler
Bob Tucker

Justing Pearson
Lisa O’Neill
Denise Rose
Brittnee Walsh
Herbert Bundgen
Global Gardens
Heidi Wasko
Reece Michaelson
Megan Cullen
Debbie Laroche
Jay Bardessono
Lenore Fusano
Colleen Smith Fournier
Abigail Sample
Diana Longoria
Rick Longoria
Marilyn Hart
Olivia Flisher
Daniel Simon
Nancy Emerson
Bill Giorgi
Heidi Honeyman
Darryl Scheck

Paul Matties
Kyle Loskamp
Marty Martinez
George L. Fleming
Chris Nielsen
Karen Gottwals
Tim Donahue
Kay & Bill Villa
Glen & Candy Clark
Glen Windh
Beverly Andersen
Julie Levangie
Tracy Mapes
Will Etling
John Padfield
Mark Parsons
Amy Helgeson
Linda Hanly
Melanie Statom
Linda Johansen
Jennifer Soni
Alvin Salge
Barbara Bierig

The following emails were received in support of the proposal:
Jonathan Roylance and Judi Williams
Mayor Toussaint asked staff to work with Willdan and Associates to evaluate what sort of improvements are needed
at Veterans Memorial Hall to allow the Council a metric for comparison.
Mayor Toussaint adjourned the meeting at 7:05 p.m.
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Minutes Prepared by:

____________________________
DARYL A. BETANCUR, MMC
Deputy City Clerk

In accordance with Solvang Municipal Code Section 1-4-16 (Ord. 14-305), minutes of the City Council of
the City of Solvang are prepared in action style.

Agenda Item Number:

Solvang City Council

STAFF REPORT

PREPARED BY:

Xenia Bradford, City Manager
xeniab@cityofsolvang.com

MEETING DATE:

June 8, 2020

SUBJECT:

APPROVE CONTRACT WITH IDK FOR FISCAL YEAR 2020-21

RECOMMENDATION:
Approve contract with IDK for Fiscal Year 2020-21 per Council motion from April 13, 2020
ATTACHMENTS:
A – Contract Amendment and IDK Scope of Work for Fiscal Year 2020-21
B – Original Contract with IDK

3c

EXHIBIT C: 2020 MARKETING WORK ORDER
Event Director: IDK Events, LLC, a Nevada limited liability company
Company Name: City of Solvang
Executive Director: N/A
IDK Project Manager Name: (Contact): Scott Shuemake
Company Project Manager Name (Contact): Xenia Bradford
Duration/Period: July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021
Description of Work: Experiential Marketing, Event Management, Infrastructure Support
Section 1 – Project Definition
Infrastructure Support Including:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Continue 13 Member Steering Committee to review all event applications Citywide
Manage updated permit applications and forward for review to City Staff
Monthly presentation to City Manager and/or City Council on Steering Committee work
Bi-Weekly Community meetings of the Steering Committee for all event-related street closure requests
Support existing Tourism with increased infrastructure including greening/enhanced visitor services
Establish KPI to show ROI on City Funds
Establish cap on city tourism spending as percentage of TOT

Event Management
1.

Production/Execution of Quarterly Events

Experiential Marketing
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Build new Solvang USA Website
Clean up SEO for all Solvang Tourism related sites
PR Push for all Solvang Events
Establish grant fund for outside event producers
Establish grant fund for Solvang based arts organizations
Weekly experiences in Solvang including cultural, wine tasting, family friendly and outdoor
Citywide Digital Marketing services
Content creation for digital marketing involving entire ecosystem of Solvang businesses

Section 2 – Payment Terms for Project Services:
The total work order amount is $540,00.00 (Five Hundred Forty Thousand Dollars) or 12% of collected TOT for the
preceding year, whichever is less.
The minimum contract fee is $300,000.00

Regardless of payment schedule below, contract is earned upon execution of this agreement. Payment schedule shall
be as follows:
July 1, 2020 $150,000
October 1, 2020 $150,000
January 1, 2021 12% of previous 5
mos TOT minus $300,000.00 (with
True Up)
April 1, 2021 previous 3 mos with
True Up
August 1, 2021 previous 3 mos and
True Up
Section 3 – Payment Terms for Licensed Software
-Not ApplicableSection 4 – Reimbursable Expenses:
No Expenses are accepted without prior approval of City Manager.
Section 8 – Renewal
City has the option to renew for FY2022 under the same terms.
This Work Order is issued under and incorporated into the City Contractor Agreement made by and between
Company and IDK on ___________________ and is subject to the terms and conditions provided therein.
ACCEPTED AND AGREED:
COMPANY

IDK Events, LLC, a Nevada limited liability
company

SIGNATURE / DATE

SIGNATURE / DATE

NAME

NAME

TITLE

TITLE

ITEM #4: COVID-19 EMERGENCY SITUATIONAL UPDATE
AND POLICY DIRECTION
WILL BE PRESENTED IN PRESENTATION FORM ONLY

Agenda Item Number:

Solvang City Council
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STAFF REPORT

PREPARED BY:

Xenia Bradford, City Manager/City Clerk

MEETING DATE:

June 8, 2020

SUBJECT:

GENERAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION – NOVEMBER 3, 2020

xeniab@cityofsolvang.com
Daryl Betancur, Deputy City Clerk
darylb@cityofsolvang.com

RECOMMENDATION:
1. Adopt resolution calling for the holding of a General Municipal Election to be held on Tuesday,
November 3, 2020, for the election of certain officers as required by the provisions of the
laws of the State of California relating to Charter Law Cities; and for the submission to the
qualified voters a proposed Ordinance; and
2. Adopt resolution requesting the Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa Barbara to
render specified services to the City relating to the conduct of a General Municipal Election
to be held on Tuesday, November 3, 2020; and
3. Adopt resolution requesting the Board of Supervisors of the County Santa Barbara to
consolidate a General Municipal Election to be held on Tuesday, November3, 2020, with the
Statewide General Election to be held on that date pursuant § 10403 of the Elections Code;
and
4. Adopt resolution adopting regulations for candidates for elective office pertaining to
candidate statements submitted to the voters at an election to be held on Tuesday,
November 3, 2020; and
5. Adopt resolution providing for a procedure for determining by lot a tie among candidates at
the November 3, 2020 consolidated General Municipal Election in accordance with Elections
Code Section 15651; and
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SUMMARY:
On Tuesday, November 3, 2020, a General Municipal Election will be held in the City of Solvang,
California for the purpose of electing two (2) members of the City Council for the full term of four
(4) years, and a Mayor for the full term of two (2) years. The Council seats are currently held by
Council Members Waite and Johnson and the seat of the Mayor is currently held by Mayor Ryan
Toussaint.
The Council Members elected will serve a four (4) year term expiring in November 2024 and the
Mayor elected will serve for a two (2) year term expiring in November of 2022. State law suggests
Monday, June 15, 2020 as the last day on which to adopt resolutions related to the November 3,
2020, election.
Presented for City Council review and approval are a series of resolutions which will have the
effect of calling the election, requesting election related services from the Santa Barbara County
Registrar-Recorder County Clerk Elections Division, requesting consolidation with the Statewide
General Election on the same date pursuant to § 10403 of the Elections Code, setting forth
regulations for candidates’ statements, and providing a procedure for determining by lot a tie
among candidates at the November 3, 2020 General Municipal Election pursuant to § 15651 of
the Elections Code.
In accordance with the Federal Voting Rights Act, Santa Barbara County is required to make
voting material available in English. In addition, the sample ballot will contain instruction on how
voting information in the required languages can be obtained via telephone at no cost to the
voter. The demographics of Solvang require that the Voter’s Pamphlet be translated and printed
in Spanish as well as English. If a candidate chooses to have a Candidate’s Statement in the sample
ballot, the candidate will be required to pay for printing of the statement in both English and
Spanish. There will be a separate charge for the translation and printing.
With approval and adoption of the items presented with this agenda report, Election Code
requirements will be satisfied. Pursuant to the schedule of election events prepared by the
County of Santa Barbara Elections Department, the candidate filing period will open Monday,
July 13, 2020, and will close Friday, August 7, 2020, at 5:00 p.m. If an incumbent fails to file by
Friday, August 7, 2020, the filing period will be extended to Wednesday, August 12, 2020 at 5:00
p.m. The Secretary of State’s office will conduct the randomized alphabet drawing on Thursday,
August 13, 2020 to determine the order in which the names of candidates will appear on the
City’s ballot.
FISCAL IMPACT:
The estimated cost of this General Municipal Election is expected to be approximately $21,000
according to the Santa Barbara County Registrar-Recorder’s Office. There may be a need to
amend the current fiscal year budget or make an adjustment to the proposed budget. City Clerk
staff will work closely with the County Registrar-Recorder to properly account for all municipal
election costs.
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ATTACHMENTS:
Attachment 1- Resolution No. 20-1105_Calling Election
Attachment 2- Resolution No. 20-1106_Requesting BOS to Render Services to Solvang
Attachment 3- Resolution No. 20-1107_Requesting Consolidations with Statewide Election
Attachment 4- Resolution No. 20-1108_Regulations for Candidate Statements
Attachment 5- Resolution No. 20-1109_Determining Tie Vote Procedure
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RESOLUTION NO. 20-1105
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
SOLVANG, CALIFORNIA, CALLING FOR THE HOLDING OF A
GENERAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION TO BE HELD ON TUESDAY,
NOVEMBER 3, 2020, FOR THE ELECTION OF CERTAIN
OFFICERS AS REQUIRED BY THE PROVISIONS OF THE LAWS
OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RELATING TO CHARTER
CITIES AND FOR THE SUBMISSION TO THE QUALIFIED
VOTERS A PROPOSED ORDINANCE
WHEREAS, under the provisions of the laws relating to general law cities in the
State of California a General Municipal Election shall be held on Tuesday, November 3,
2020, for the election of Municipal Officers; and
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Solvang, California desires to submit to
the voters at a General Municipal Election a proposed ordinance relating to Urban Growth
Boundary Initiative; and
WHEREAS, the City Council is authorized and directed by statute to submit the
proposed ordinance to the voters.
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOLVANG,
CALIFORNIA, DOES RESOLVE, DECLARE, DETERMINE AND ORDER AS
FOLLOWS:
SECTION 1. That pursuant to the requirements of the laws of the State of
California relating to Charter Cities, there is called and ordered to be held in the City of
Solvang, California, on Tuesday, November 3, 2020, a General Municipal Election for the
purpose of electing two (2) Members of the City Council for the full term of four (4) years,
and a Mayor for the full term of two (2) years.
SECTION 2. That pursuant to the requirements of the laws of the State of California
relating to Charter Cities, there is called and ordered to be held in the City of Solvang,
California, on Tuesday, November 3, 2020, a General Municipal Election for the purpose
of submitting the following proposed ordinance:
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The City of Solvang Urban Growth Boundary
Initiative (“Initiative”) would amend the Solvang
General Plan (“General Plan”) to establish an
Urban Growth Boundary (“UGB”) beyond which
the City will not permit new “urban development”
with certain exceptions. The UGB would be in
the same location as the City limits boundary as
of the submittal date of March 9, 2020. The UGB
would not apply to lands that remain outside of
the City boundary and would not affect County
land use decisions.

Yes

No

SECTION 3. That the text of the ordinance submitted to the voters is attached as
Exhibit A.
SECTION 4. That the vote requirement for the measure to pass is a majority
(50%+1) of the votes cast.
SECTION 5. That the ballots to be used at the election shall be in form and content
as required by law.
SECTION 6. That the City Clerk is authorized, instructed and directed to procure
and furnish any and all official ballots, notices, printed matter and all supplies, equipment
and paraphernalia that may be necessary in order to properly and lawfully conduct the
election.
SECTION 7. That the polls for the election shall open at seven (7) o’clock a.m. of
the day of the election and shall remain open continuously from that time until eight (8)
o’clock p.m. of the same day when the polls shall be closed pursuant to Election Code
§10242, except as provided in § 14401 of the Elections Code of the State of California.
SECTION 8. That in all particulars not recited in this Resolution, the election shall
be held and conducted as provided by law for holding municipal elections.
SECTION 9. That notice of the time and place of holding the election is given and
the City Clerk is authorized, instructed and directed to give further or additional notice of
the election, in time, form and manner as required by law.
SECTION 10. That the City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this
Resolution and enter it into the book of original Resolutions
SECTION 11. The City Council authorizes the City Clerk to administer said
election and all reasonable and actual election expenses shall be paid by the City upon
presentation of a properly submitted bill.
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PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 8th day of June 2020 by the following
roll call vote:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSTAIN:
ABSENT:
_______________________________
Ryan Toussaint, Mayor

ATTEST:
_________________________________

Xenia Bradford,
City Manager/City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
_______________________________

Chip Wullbrandt, City Attorney
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RESOLUTION NO. 20-1106
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
SOLVANG, CALIFORNIA, REQUESTING THE BOARD OF
SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA TO
RENDER SPECIFIED SERVICES TO THE CITY RELATING
TO THE CONDUCT OF A GENERAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION
TO BE HELD ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2020
WHEREAS, a General Municipal Election is to be held in the City of Solvang,
California, (the “City”) on Tuesday, November 3, 2020; and
WHEREAS, in the course of conduct of the election it is necessary for the City to
request services of the County; and
WHEREAS, all necessary expenses in performing these services shall be paid by
the City of Solvang.
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOLVANG, CALIFORNIA,
DOES RESOLVE, DECLARE, DETERMINE AND ORDER AS FOLLOWS:
SECTION 1. That pursuant to the provisions of § 10002 of the Elections Code of
the State of California, this City Council requests the Board of Supervisors of the County
of Santa Barbara to permit the County Elections Department to prepare and furnish the
following for use in conducting the election:
1. A listing of county precincts with number of registered voters in each, so the City may
consolidate election precincts into city voting precincts, and maps of the voting precincts;
2. A listing of polling places and poll workers the County uses for their elections;
3. The computer record of the names and address of all eligible registered voters in the
City in order that the City’s consultant may: a. Produce labels for vote-by-mail voters; b.
Produce labels for sample ballot pamphlets; c. Print Rosters of Voters and Street
Indexes;
4. Voter signature verification services as needed;
5. Make available to the City election equipment and assistance as needed according to
state law.
SECTION 2. That the City shall reimburse the County for services performed when
the work is completed and upon presentation to the City of a properly approved bill.
SECTION 3. That the City Clerk is directed to forward without delay to the Board
of Supervisors and to the County Elections Department, each a certified copy of this
resolution.
SECTION 4. That the City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this
Resolution and enter it into the book of original Resolutions.
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PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 8th day of June 2020 by the following
roll call vote:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSTAIN:
ABSENT:
_______________________________
Ryan Toussaint, Mayor

ATTEST:
_________________________________
Xenia Bradford,
City Manager/City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
_______________________________
Chip Wullbrandt, City Attorney
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RESOLUTION NO. 20-1107
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
SOLVANG, CALIFORNIA, REQUESTING THE BOARD OF
SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA
TO CONSOLIDATE A GENERAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION
TO BE HELD ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2020 WITH
THE STATEWIDE GENERAL ELECTION TO BE HELD ON
THAT DATE PURSUANT TO SECTION 10403 OF THE
ELECTIONS CODE
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Solvang, California, called a General
Municipal Election to be held on Tuesday, November 3, 2020, for the purpose of the
election of two (2) Members of the City Council for the full term of four (4) years, and a
Mayor for the full term of two (2) years; and
WHEREAS the City Council is submitting to the voters the Question relating to City
of Solvang Urban Growth Boundary Initiative; and
WHEREAS, it is desirable that the General Municipal Election be consolidated
with the Statewide General Election to be held on the same date and that within the City
the precincts, polling places and election officers of the two elections be the same, and
that County Elections Department of the County of Santa Barbara canvass the returns of
the General Municipal Election and that the election be held in all respects as if there
were only one Election.
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOLVANG,
CALIFORNIA, DOES RESOLVE, DECLARE, DETERMINE AND ORDER AS
FOLLOWS:
SECTION 1. That pursuant to the requirements of §10403 of the Elections Code,
the Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa Barbara is hereby requested to consent
and agree to the consolidation of a General Municipal Election with the Statewide General
Election to be held on Tuesday, November 3, 2020, for the purpose of the election of two
(2) Members of the City Council for the full term of four (4) years, and a Mayor for the full
term of two (2) years.
SECTION 2. That pursuant to the requirements of the laws of the State of
California relating to Charter cities, there is called and ordered to be held in the City of
Solvang, California, on Tuesday, November 3, 2020, a General Municipal Election for the
purpose of submitting to the voters the adoption of Ordinance No. 20-0346 relating to the
City of Solvang Urban Growth Boundary Initiative.
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SECTION 3. That a measure is to appear on the ballot as follows:

The City of Solvang Urban Growth Boundary.
Should the City of Solvang adopt The City of
Solvang Urban Growth Boundary Initiative
(“Initiative”), which would amend the Solvang
General Plan (“General Plan”) to establish an
Urban Growth Boundary (“UGB”) beyond which the
City will not permit new “urban development” with
certain exceptions. The UGB would be in the same
location as the City limits boundary as of the
submittal date of March 9, 2020. The UGB would
not apply to lands that remain outside of the City
boundary and would not affect County land use
decisions.

Yes

No

SECTION 4. That the County Elections Division is authorized to canvas the return
of the General Municipal Election. The election shall be held in all respects as if there
were only one election, and only one form of ballot shall be used.
SECTION 5. That the County Elections Department is authorized to canvass the
returns of the General Municipal Election. The election shall be held in all respects as if
there were only one election, and only one form of ballot shall be used.
SECTION 6. That the Board of Supervisors is requested to issue instructions to
the County Elections Division to take any and all steps necessary for the holding of the
consolidated election.
SECTION 7. That the City of Solvang, recognizes that additional costs will be
incurred by the County by reason of this consolidation and agrees to reimburse the
County for any costs.
SECTION 8. That the City Clerk is hereby directed to file a certified copy of this
resolution with the Board of Supervisors and the County Elections Department of the
County of Santa Barbara.
SECTION 9. That the City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this
Resolution and enter it into the book of original Resolutions.
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PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 8th day of June 2020 by the following
roll call vote:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSTAIN:
ABSENT:
_______________________________
Ryan Toussaint, Mayor

ATTEST:
_________________________________
Xenia Bradford,
City Manager/City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
_______________________________
Chip Wullbrandt, City Attorney
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RESOLUTION NO. 20-1108
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
SOLVANG, CALIFORNIA, ADOPTING REGULATIONS FOR
CANDIDATES FOR ELECTIVE OFFICE PERTAINING TO
CANDIDATES STATEMENTS SUBMITTED TO THE VOTERS
AT AN ELECTION TO BE HELD ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER
3, 2020
WHEREAS, § 13307 of the Elections Code of the State of California provides that
the governing body of any local agency adopt regulations pertaining to materials prepared
by any candidate for a municipal election, including costs of the candidates’ statement:
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOLVANG,
CALIFORNIA, DOES RESOLVE, DECLARE, DETERMINE AND ORDER AS
FOLLOWS:
SECTION 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS: That pursuant to §13307 of the Elections
Code of the State of California, each candidate for elective office to be voted for at an
Election to be held in the City of Solvang on November 3,2020, may prepare a candidate’s
statement on an appropriate form provided by the City Clerk. The statement may include
the name, age and occupation of the candidate and a brief description of no more than
two hundred (200) words of the candidate’s education and qualifications expressed by
the candidate himself or herself. The statement shall not include party affiliation of the
candidate, nor membership or activity in partisan political organizations. The statement
shall be filed in typewritten form in the office of the City Clerk at the time the candidate’s
nomination papers are filed. The statement may be withdrawn, but not changed, during
the period for filing nomination papers and until 5:30 p.m. of the next working day after
the close of the nomination period.
SECTION 2. FOREIGN LANGUAGE POLICY
A. Pursuant to the Federal Voting Rights Act, candidates’ statements will be translated
into all languages required by the County of Santa Barbara. The County is required to
translate candidate’s statements into the following languages: Spanish.
B. The County will print and mail sample ballots and candidates’ statements to all voters
in Spanish. The County will make the sample ballots and candidates statements in the
required languages available at all polling places, on the County’s website, and in the
Election Official’s office.
SECTION 3. PAYMENT
A. Translations:
1. The candidate shall be required to pay for the cost of translating the candidate’s
statements into any required foreign language as specified in (A) and (B) of Section
2 above pursuant to Federal and/or State law.
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B. Printing:
1. The candidate shall be required to pay for the cost of printing the candidates
statement in English in the main voter pamphlet. 2. The candidate shall be required
to pay for the cost of printing the candidates statement in a foreign language
required in (A) of Section 2 above, in the main voter pamphlet. 3. The candidate
shall be required to pay for the cost of printing the candidates statement in a foreign
language required by (A) of Section 2 above, in the facsimile pamphlet.
The City Clerk shall estimate the total cost of printing, handling, translating, and
mailing the Candidate’s Statements filed pursuant to this section, including costs
incurred as a result of complying with the Voting Rights Act of 1965 as amended,
and require each candidate filing a statement to pay in advance to the local agency
his or her estimated pro rata share as a condition of having his or her statement
included in the voter’s pamphlet. In the event the estimated payment is required,
the estimate is just an approximation of the actual cost that varies from one election
to another election and may be significantly more or less than the estimate,
depending on the actual number of candidates filling statements. Accordingly, the
City Clerk is not bound by the estimate and may, on a pro rata basis, bill the
candidate for additional actual expense or refund any excess paid depending on
the final actual costs. In the event of underpayment, the Clerk may require the
candidate to pay the balance of the cost incurred. In the event of overpayment, the
Clerk shall prorate the excess amount among the candidates and refund the
excess amount paid within thirty (30) days of the election.
SECTION 4.
ADDITIONAL MATERIALS. No candidate will be permitted to
include additional material in the sample ballot package.
SECTION 5. That the City Clerk shall provide each candidate or the candidate’s
representative with a copy of this Resolution at the time nominating petitions are issued.
SECTION 6. That all previous resolutions establishing Council policy on payment
for candidates’ statements are repealed.
SECTION 7. That this Resolution shall apply only to the election to be held on
November 6, 2018 and shall then be repealed.
SECTION 8. That the City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this
Resolution and enter it into the book of original Resolutions.
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PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 8th day of June 2020 by the following
roll call vote:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSTAIN:
ABSENT:
_______________________________
Ryan Toussaint, Mayor

ATTEST:
_________________________________
Xenia Bradford,
City Manager/City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
_______________________________
Chip Wullbrandt, City Attorney
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RESOLUTION NO. 20-1109
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
SOLVANG, CALIFORNIA, PROVIDING FOR A PROCEDURE
FOR DETERMINING BY LOT A TIE AMONG CANDIDATES AT
THE NOVEMBER 3,2020 GENERAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION IN
ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 15651
WHEREAS, § 15651 of the Elections Code of the State of California authorizes
the City Council to determine the means and manner in which a tie vote is to be resolved
in the event that two or more persons receive an equal and the highest number of votes
(“tie votes”) for an office to be voted upon in a city; and
WHEREAS, § 15651 of the Elections Code of the State of California provides that
the tie vote shall be resolved in one of the following ways:
a) By Lot: The City Clerk, serving as the Elections Official pursuant to Elections Code §
320, or his or her designee, shall summon the candidates who have received the tie votes,
whether upon the canvass of the returns or upon recount by a court, to appear before the
City Council at a time to be designated by the City Council. The City Clerk shall at that
time and place resolve the tie votes by lot (defined below).
b) By Special Election: The legislative body may resolve a tie vote by the conduct of a
special runoff election involving those candidates who receive an equal number of votes.
A special runoff election shall be held only if the legislative body adopts provisions of §
15651 (b) of the Elections Code prior to the conduct of the election resulting in the tie
vote. All future elections conducted by that body shall be resolved likewise, unless the
legislative body later repeals the order for the conduct of a special runoff election.
WHEREAS, the City Council desires that any tie vote resulting from the November
6, 2018 General Municipal Election be resolved by lot.
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOLVANG,
CALIFORNIA, DOES RESOLVE, DECLARE, DETERMINE AND ORDER AS
FOLLOWS:
SECTION 1. That pursuant to § 15651 of the Elections Code of the State of
California, if any two or more persons receive an equal and the highest number of votes
for an office to be voted for within the City, the tie votes shall be resolved by lot. “By lot”
means, by deciding the matter through implementing a method of chance, in order to
afford each candidate receiving tie votes a fair opportunity at election.
SECTION 2. That the City Council has the authority to resolve tie votes by lot, by
implementing various methods of chance, including, but not limited to, a coin toss,
generation of random number, or drawing of names. In the interest of maintaining
decorum, fairness and transparency, the method implemented for resolving tie votes in

1

the November 3, 2020 General Municipal Election shall be the drawing of names, in
accordance with the following procedure:
The City Clerk shall type the name of each candidate who has tied for office on a separate,
but identical piece of paper, which shall be folded and deposited into a container and
mixed so that the pieces of paper become indistinguishable. The City Clerk, or his or her
designee, shall then draw from the container as many pieces of paper as there are seats
on the City Council to be filled by the candidates who have tied. The candidate(s) whose
name(s) appear(s) upon the drawn piece(s) of paper shall be deemed elected.
SECTION 3. That this Resolution shall apply only to the election to be held on
Tuesday, November 3, 2020, and shall be repealed upon the City Council’s declaration
of election results.
SECTION 4. That the City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this
Resolution and enter it into the book of original Resolutions.
PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 8th day of June 2020 by the roll
following roll call vote:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSTAIN:
ABSENT:
_______________________________
Ryan Toussaint, Mayor

ATTEST:
_________________________________
Xenia Bradford,
City Manager/City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
_______________________________
Chip Wullbrandt, City Attorney
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RESOLUTION NO. 20-1109
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
SOLVANG, CALIFORNIA, PROVIDING FOR A PROCEDURE
FOR DETERMINING BY LOT A TIE AMONG CANDIDATES AT
THE NOVEMBER 3,2020 GENERAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION IN
ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 15651
WHEREAS, § 15651 of the Elections Code of the State of California authorizes
the City Council to determine the means and manner in which a tie vote is to be resolved
in the event that two or more persons receive an equal and the highest number of votes
(“tie votes”) for an office to be voted upon in a city; and
WHEREAS, § 15651 of the Elections Code of the State of California provides that
the tie vote shall be resolved in one of the following ways:
a) By Lot: The City Clerk, serving as the Elections Official pursuant to Elections Code §
320, or his or her designee, shall summon the candidates who have received the tie votes,
whether upon the canvass of the returns or upon recount by a court, to appear before the
City Council at a time to be designated by the City Council. The City Clerk shall at that
time and place resolve the tie votes by lot (defined below).
b) By Special Election: The legislative body may resolve a tie vote by the conduct of a
special runoff election involving those candidates who receive an equal number of votes.
A special runoff election shall be held only if the legislative body adopts provisions of §
15651 (b) of the Elections Code prior to the conduct of the election resulting in the tie
vote. All future elections conducted by that body shall be resolved likewise, unless the
legislative body later repeals the order for the conduct of a special runoff election.
WHEREAS, the City Council desires that any tie vote resulting from the November
6, 2018 General Municipal Election be resolved by lot.
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOLVANG,
CALIFORNIA, DOES RESOLVE, DECLARE, DETERMINE AND ORDER AS
FOLLOWS:
SECTION 1. That pursuant to § 15651 of the Elections Code of the State of
California, if any two or more persons receive an equal and the highest number of votes
for an office to be voted for within the City, the tie votes shall be resolved by lot. “By lot”
means, by deciding the matter through implementing a method of chance, in order to
afford each candidate receiving tie votes a fair opportunity at election.
SECTION 2. That the City Council has the authority to resolve tie votes by lot, by
implementing various methods of chance, including, but not limited to, a coin toss,
generation of random number, or drawing of names. In the interest of maintaining
decorum, fairness and transparency, the method implemented for resolving tie votes in
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the November 3, 2020 General Municipal Election shall be the drawing of names, in
accordance with the following procedure:
The City Clerk shall type the name of each candidate who has tied for office on a separate,
but identical piece of paper, which shall be folded and deposited into a container and
mixed so that the pieces of paper become indistinguishable. The City Clerk, or his or her
designee, shall then draw from the container as many pieces of paper as there are seats
on the City Council to be filled by the candidates who have tied. The candidate(s) whose
name(s) appear(s) upon the drawn piece(s) of paper shall be deemed elected.
SECTION 3. That this Resolution shall apply only to the election to be held on
Tuesday, November 3, 2020, and shall be repealed upon the City Council’s declaration
of election results.
SECTION 4. That the City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this
Resolution and enter it into the book of original Resolutions.
PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 8th day of June 2020 by the roll
following roll call vote:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSTAIN:
ABSENT:
_______________________________
Ryan Toussaint, Mayor

ATTEST:
_________________________________
Xenia Bradford,
City Manager/City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
_______________________________
Chip Wullbrandt, City Attorney
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Agenda Item Number:

Solvang City Council

STAFF REPORT

PREPARED BY:

Chip Wullbrandt, City Attorney

MEETING DATE:

June 8, 2020

SUBJECT:

CONSIDERATION OF URBAN GROWTH BOUNDARY (UGB) INITIATIVE

Cwullbrandt@cityofsolvang.com

RECOMMENDATION:
Receive Urban Growth Boundary Initiative Petition, adopt Resolution Accepting the Certification
of the City Clerk as to the Sufficiency of the Initiative Petition entitled City of Solvang Urban
Growth Boundary Initiative; and determine whether to a) Adopt the implementing Ordinance,
without alteration; or b) Submit the Ordinance without alteration to the Voters; or c) Order a
Report pursuant to Elections Code Section 9212.
DISCUSSION:
As we have previously advised the Council, Pursuant to Elections Code Section 9200 a group of
Solvang residents known as Save Our Solvang prepared and submitted by petition a proposed
Ordinance of the City of Solvang to establish an Urban Growth Boundary Initiative (UGB), as
defined and explained in the proposed Ordinance. Pursuant to Elections Code Section 9203, the
City Attorney worked with the attorneys for Save Our Solvang to provide a ballot title and
summary of the proposed UGB measure as follows:
“The City of Solvang Urban Growth Boundary Initiative (“Initiative”) would amend the
Solvang General Plan (“General Plan”) to establish an Urban Growth Boundary (“UGB”) beyond
which the City will not permit new “urban development” with certain exceptions. The UGB
would be in the same location as the City limits boundary as of the submittal date on March 9,
2020. The UGB would not apply to lands that remain outside of the City boundary, and would
not affect County land use decisions.
Until December 31, 2040, the Initiative would require that any General Plan amendment
to change the location of the UGB be made only by an affirmative vote of the people or
pursuant to one of the following procedures:
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a) The City Council may reduce the UGB area if such amendment is in the public
interest.
b) The City Council may amend the location of the UGB if the City Council
determines that doing so is necessary to comply with specific State or Federal
housing requirements, and only to such density necessary to accommodate the
required housing.
c) The City Council, following at least one public hearing, may amend the UGB if
the City Council finds:
i. Application of the UGB to a specific parcel would be an unconstitutional
taking for which compensation would be required; and
ii. The amendment and associated land use designations will allow new
land uses only to the minimum extent necessary to avoid that
unconstitutional taking.
d) The City Council may, following at least one public hearing, amend the UGB to
include land contemplated for new construction of public schools, or public
services and facilities if the City Council finds:
i. The land is immediately adjacent to existing compatibly developed areas
and there is evidence that the Fire Department, Police Department,
department of Public Works, and any applicable water and sewer
districts with jurisdiction over such land have or will provide adequate
capacity for the proposed development and provide it with adequate
public services; and
ii. There is no existing land available within the UGB to accommodate the
proposed development.
e) The City Council, following at least one public hearing, may place any
amendment to the UGB or provisions of this initiative on the ballot in the
manner provided by State law.
f) The City Council may reorganize General Plan provisions, including the
provisions of this General Plan amendment.
Implementation of the initiative may require the City to provide a definition of
“urban development.” Development which is consistent with the City’s provisions
for Agriculture and/or open space would not be effected. The UGB restrictions
would also not apply to lands with pre-existing urban development such as
industrial and residential properties within the City’s existing sphere of influence.”
This was then circulated for signature by the proponents. On May 4, 2020, the proponents
provided the City with those petitions with 517 signatures. Signatures of not less than 10% of the
voters of the City, which is 367 valid signatures, were required to qualify the proposal for
consideration at the November 2020 election. The County elections office has now completed its
review of those signatures and advised the City that of the 517 signatures submitted. 499 were
determined to be valid.
The Council should now adopt the attached Resolution Accepting the Certification of the City Clerk
as to the Sufficiency of the Initiative Petition entitled City of Solvang Urban Growth Boundary
Initiative.
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With submission of the requisite number of qualified signatures, pursuant to Elections Code
Section 9215, the Council must now do one of the following:
1. Adopt the ordinance, without alteration, at the regular meeting at which the petition is
presented, or within 10 days after it is presented; or
2. Submit the ordinance without alteration to the voters; or
3. Order a report to be prepared pursuant to Section 9212 concerning certain specific effects of
the proposed initiative. Such report must be completed within 30 days of the election official’s
certification, and so by July 3, 2020, and on receipt of such report the City Council then has 10days to either adopt the proposed ordinance without alteration or set it for vote at the
November 3, 2020 election.
The City Attorney worked extensively with the attorneys for the proponents to ensure the
summary for the circulated petition is clear. It explains the potential impacts of the ordinance.
Importantly for the Council’s expressed vision, it explains that annexations of Ag zoned lands for
continued Agricultural use (including for additional protection), annexation of lands already
developed in urban uses (such as the industrial lands to the west of the City, and annexation of
certain municipal facilities, specifically including the City Waste Water Treatment Plant, are not
subject to the controls or prohibitions of the UGB. If the Council has additional questions to be
addressed in a further report, we ask that those be clear and specific.
As to the decision whether to adopt the Ordinance as presented or set it for election, this is a policy
question for the Council. We do note that if the Council adopts the Ordinance, it would be without
alteration and so would include all provisions, including the 20-year effective time period of the
proposed UGB initiative.
If the Council determines to accept the Initiative Ordinance as presented without alteration, it
should adopt the attached Resolution Approving and Enacting the Urban Growth Boundary
Initiative Ordinance.
If the Council instead determines to set the initiative for election; it should adopt the attached
Resolution Setting Priorities for Filing (a) written argument (s) regarding a City measure and
directing the City Attorney to prepare an impartial analysis.
Pursuant to the California Elections Code, in association with City measures approved to be placed
on the ballot for local election, a City must approve the title and question to be placed on the ballot.
The City Attorney may prepare an impartial analysis of the measure. The City must comply with the
rules concerning filing and selection of arguments for and against the measure, and the City must
establish rules for rebuttal arguments (to be included in the ballot).
Further, according to California Elections Code § 9282, for measures placed on the ballot by initiative
petition, the legislative body, or any member or members of the legislative body authorized by that
body, or any individual voter who is eligible to vote on the measure, or bona fide association of
citizens, or any combination or voters and associates, may file a written argument for or against any
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city measure. The City Council or certain Council Members may be authorized to author an
argument for the measure if the City Council wishes to do so. Arguments shall not exceed 300 words.
Certain additional information is needed for that Resolution; however, the press of other issues over
the past few days has resulted in deferral of that information in time for this packet. We will timely
provide that information in following if the Council chooses this path:
The Filing period for arguments is __________________. Arguments must be submitted and
received by the City Clerk by 5:00 p.m. on _________.
If the City Council or Council Members do not write an argument for the measure, and if more than
one argument for the measure is submitted, pursuant to California Elections Code § 9287, the City
Clerk will select the argument and give preference and priority as follows:
1. The individual voter, or bona fide association of citizens, or combination of
voters and association, who are the bona fide sponsors or proponents of the
measure
2. Bona fide association of citizens
3. Individual voters who are eligible to vote on the measure
The public examination period for all arguments received is _________________ through
___________________, 2020.
Pursuant to California Elections Code § 9285 when the City Clerk receives arguments regarding a
measure, the City Clerk will send a copy of the arguments in favor of or against the proposition to
the author(s) of the other argument immediately upon receiving it.
The author or a majority of the authors of an argument relating to a measure may prepare and
submit a rebuttal argument not exceeding 250 words or may authorize in writing any other person
or persons to prepare, submit, or sign the rebuttal argument. A rebuttal argument may not be
signed by more than five authors and will appear immediately following the direct argument which
it seeks to rebut.
FISCAL IMPACT:
There is no fiscal impact associated with these recommendations
ATTACHMENTS:
Attachment 1- Resolution No. 20-1110_Accepting Sufficiency of Petition
Attachment 2- Sample Ballot Title and Summary
Attachment 3- Resolution No. 20-_____Approving and Enacting the Urban Growth Boundary
Initiative Ordinance, including attached Proposed Urban Growth Boundary
Ordinance
Attachment 4- Resolution No. 20-1111_Setting Priorities for Written Arguments
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ATTACHMENT 1

RESOLUTION NO. 20-1110
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
SOLVANG,
CALIFORNIA,
ACCEPTING
THE
CERTIFICATION OF THE CITY CLERK AS TO THE
SUFFICIENCY OF THE INITIATIVE PETITION ENTITLED
CITY OF SOLVANG URBAN GROWTH BOUNDARY
INITIATIVE
WHEREAS, on March 9, 2020, proponents of an initiative measure entitled “City
of Solvang Urban Growth Boundary (“Initiative”) submitted a Notice of Intention and
written text of the measure and requested that a title and summary be prepared by the
City Attorney for the measure in order to circulate the petition; and
WHEREAS, on March 25, 2020, the City Attorney prepared and provided an official
ballot title and summary for the proposed initiative for use by the proponents for
publication and circulation of petition; and
WHEREAS, on May 4, 2020, the Solvang City Clerk contacted the Santa Barbara
County Registrar-Recorder’s Office to determine the number of registered voters in the
City of Solvang, as of its last report to the Secretary of State pursuant to Elections Code
Section 2187, effective February 18, 2018, and the Clerk determined that the number of
registered voters in the City was 3,679; and
WHEREAS, the initiative petition would require at least 367 (10%) valid signatures
to be sufficient to qualify for a regular or special election; and
WHEREAS, the petitions regarding the initiative were filed with the City Clerk on
May 4, 2020 and were then submitted to the Santa Barbara County Registrar-Recorder
on May 6, 2020 for signature verification; and
WHEREAS, the results of the signature verification conducted by the Santa
Barbara County Registrar-Recorder established that 499 of the 517 signatures on the
petition were examined of which 499 were found to be sufficient; and
WHEREAS, the number of signatures qualified, 499, is in excess of the minimum
number of signatures required for a regular or special election pursuant to Election Code
Section 9215 and 1405; and
WHEREAS, the Santa Barbara County Registrar-Recorder has prepared the
Certificate of Sufficiency of the initiative Petition attached as Exhibit “A”; and
WHEREAS, Elections Code Section 9114 requires that the voter initiative petitions
be submitted to the City Council at the next regular City Council meeting following
certification.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of
Solvang hereby accepts the Certificate of Sufficiency regarding the initiative petition.
1

SECTION 1. That the City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this
Resolution and enter it into the book of original Resolutions.
PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 8th day of June 2020 by the following
roll call vote:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSTAIN:
ABSENT:

_______________________________
Ryan Toussaint, Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________
Xenia Bradford,
City Manager/City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

_______________________________
Chip Wullbrandt, City Attorney

2

Exhibit "A"

ATTACHMENT 2

SAMPLE BALLOT TITLE AND SUMMARY:
CITY OF SOLVANG “URBAN GROWTH BOUNDARY” INITIATIVE
The City of Solvang Urban Growth Boundary Initiative (“Initiative”) would amend the
Solvang General Plan (“General Plan”) to establish an Urban Growth Boundary (“UGB”)
beyond which the City will not permit new “urban development” with certain exceptions. The
UGB would be in the same location as the City limits boundary as of the submittal date on
March 9, 2020. The UGB would not apply to lands that remain outside of the City boundary, and
would not affect County land use decisions.
Until December 31, 2040, the Initiative would require that any General Plan amendment
to change the location of the UGB be made only by an affirmative vote of the people or pursuant
to one of the following procedures:
a) The City Council may reduce the UGB area if such amendment is in the public
interest.
b) The City Council may amend the location of the UGB if the City Council
determines that doing so is necessary to comply with specific State or Federal
housing requirements, and only to such density necessary to accommodate the
required housing.
c) The City Council, following at least one public hearing, may amend the UGB if
the City Council finds:
i.
Application of the UGB to a specific parcel would be an unconstitutional
taking for which compensation would be required; and
ii. The amendment and associated land use designations will allow new land
uses only to the minimum extent necessary to avoid that unconstitutional
taking.
d) The City Council may, following at least one public hearing, amend the UGB to
include land contemplated for new construction of public schools, or public
services and facilities if the City Council finds:
i.
The land is immediately adjacent to existing compatibly developed areas
and there is evidence that the Fire Department, Police Department,
department of Public Works, and any applicable water and sewer districts
with jurisdiction over such land have or will provide adequate capacity
for the proposed development and provide it with adequate public
services; and
ii. There is no existing land available within the UGB to accommodate the
proposed development.
e) The City Council, following at least one public hearing, may place any
amendment to the UGB or provisions of this initiative on the ballot in the manner
provided by State law.
f) The City Council may reorganize General Plan provisions, including the
provisions of this General Plan amendment.
Implementation of the initiative may require the City to provide a definition of “urban
development.” Development which is consistent with the City’s provisions for

Agriculture and/or open space would not be effected. The UGB restrictions would also
not apply to lands with pre-existing urban development such as industrial and residential
properties within the City’s existing sphere of influence.

ATTACHMENT 3

RESOLUTION NO. ________
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
SOLVANG APPROVING AND ENACTING THE URBAN
GROWTH BOUNDARY ORDINANCE
WHEREAS, the City Clerk has issued a certificate verifying that proponents of the
Ordinance (the Ordinance) have timely submitted petitions containing the required
number of signatures pursuant to the Elections Code to qualify for an election;
WHEREAS, Elections Code section 9215 provides that the City Council may adopt
the ordinance without alteration;
WHEREAS, Elections Code Section 9217 provides that any ordinance that is
proposed by initiative petition and adopted by the City Council without submission to the
voters shall not be repealed or amended except by a vote of the people, unless provision
is otherwise made in the original ordinance; and
WHEREAS, the City Council has determined to approve the ordinance rather than
call an election;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of Solvang, in
accordance with Election Code section 9215(a), hereby adopts the Ordinance attached
and incorporated by reference to this Resolution as Exhibit 1.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk is directed to give notice of
approval of the Ordinance’s amendments to the Solvang Municipal Code and Solvang
General Plan as required by law.
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Resolution was passed and adopted by
the City Council of the City of Solvang at a regular meeting thereof, held on the 8th day
of June 2020 by the following vote:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSTAIN:
ABSENT:

_______________________________
XENIA BRADFORD,
CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF
SOLVANG

EXHIBIT 1

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED INITIATIVE IS AS FOLLOWS:
CITY OF SOLVANG URBAN GROWTH BOUNDARY
FULL TEXT OF INITIATIVE
The people of the City of Solvang do ordain as follows:
Section 1. Title.
This initiative measure shall be known as the Solvang Urban Growth Boundary initiative.
Section 2. Purpose and Findings.
A.

Purpose. The purpose of this initiative is to adopt for the City of Solvang an Urban
Growth Boundary (“UGB”) beyond which urban development will not be allowed
except to accommodate public schools, and public services and facilities as
described in Section 1.7 of the Land Use Element of the City of Solvang General
Plan (“General Plan”). Section 1.7 of the Land Use Element is attached hereto as
Exhibit A for informational purposes only. The Solvang UGB will achieve the
following objectives:
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

B.

Promote stability in long-term planning for the City of Solvang by
establishing a cornerstone policy within the General Plan designating the
geographic limits of urban development, coterminous with the existing City
Limits, and allowing sufficient flexibility within that boundary to respond
to the City’s changing needs over time;
Protect agricultural lands, watersheds, and open space lands surrounding the
City from conversion to non-agricultural or non-open space uses without
public debate and an affirming vote of the people;
Safeguard a cohesive community by defining boundaries, encouraging
tourism friendly economic development in the City of Solvang’s Village
Area, and helping to prevent urban sprawl;
Allow the City of Solvang to continue to meet its reasonable housing needs
for all segments of the population and comply with state law regarding the
provision of housing. Encourage the development of housing in areas
where services and infrastructure are more efficiently available;
Ensure that the land use development policies and underlying goals,
objectives, and principles set forth in the General Plan are not undermined
by transitory short-term political decisions; and
Ensure maintenance of the greenbelt that separates Solvang from other
communities in the Santa Ynez Valley.

Findings.
1.

The City of Solvang is one of California’s most unique communities. The
City’s unique village character depends to a great extent on preserving its

2.

3.

agricultural croplands, rolling hills, rural character, and natural features.
Solvang’s urban environment is framed by important scenic resources,
including large expanses of open space lands, gently sloping topography,
mountains, and diverse native flora and fauna. Agricultural and open space
lands surrounding the City provide high scenic value and are essential
components of the community’s character, as confirmed by Goal 2 of the
Land Use Element and Goal 3.1 of the Community Design Element in the
General Plan. Adopting a UGB around the City of Solvang would promote
the formation and continuation of a cohesive community by defining the
boundaries for urban growth, by encouraging economic development within
the City’s Village Area, and by helping to prevent urban sprawl. The UGB
would promote adequate and efficient municipal services and facilities,
consistent with Land Use Element Policy 1.6, by confining urban
development to defined development areas.
The City of Solvang adopted a resolution supporting the preservation of the
greenbelt areas surrounding the City. Moreover, Policy 6.1 of the General
Plan’s Land Use Element protects the open space and agricultural areas
surrounding the City boundaries and Sphere of Influence, classifying these
areas as a “greenbelt.” Adoption of a UGB will protect the greenbelt
envisioned by the resolution and under Policy 6.1 from transitory short-term
political decisions and threats from sprawling development.
Encouraging infill development and avoiding sprawl is consistent with the
goals and policies under the General Plan, as recognized by the following
provisions of the City of Solvang General Plan:

“Promote infill development that is compact, mixed-use, and pedestrian-friendly.”
(Policy 5.1, Action Item (A), Land Use Element)
“The pattern of development embodied in the Land Use Element shall maintain a
compact urban form that minimizes auto dependency.” (Land Use Element, Policy 5.1)
“Work towards decreasing the effects of climate change by reducing greenhouse gas
emissions.” (Land Use Element, Goal 5)
“Encourage efficient utilization of the City’s limited land resources by promoting
development at the upper end of permitted General Plan/Zoning Ordinance densities and by
facilitating infill development in appropriate areas.” (Housing Element, Policy 3.4)
“Encourage quality infill projects that utilize existing infrastructure.” (Housing Element,
Policy 3.5)
4.

Continued urban encroachment onto agricultural, watersheds, and open
space lands will impair agricultural production and threaten public health,
safety, and welfare by increasing traffic congestion and associated air
pollution, degrading critical water resources due to pollution, depletion,
and/or sedimentation, increasing risks from flooding, and threatening the

viability of wildlife and environmentally sensitive areas. Such urban
encroachment would eventually result in both the unnecessary, expensive
extension of public services and facilities, and inevitable conflicts between
urban and open space/agricultural uses.
5.

C.

Although established in the same location as the City’s jurisdictional limits
in existence as of the submittal date on March 9, 2020, as shown in the
attached Exhibit B (Figure 1 – Solvang City Limits and Sphere of Influence
map), the UGB is not intended to and shall in no way inhibit the Local
Agency Formation Commission (“LAFCO”) from changing or altering the
City limit line in accordance with state law. The two lines, although
coextensive as of one point in time, are independent one from the other in
legal significance and purpose. Whereas the City limit line may be altered
by the LAFCO in accordance with the provisions of state law, the UGB is
a local land use policy of the City and shall not be repealed or altered except
as expressly provided in this initiative.

Exhibits.

Attached to this initiative are three exhibits. Exhibit A contains Section 1.7 of the Land
Use Element of the General Plan, which describes “public services and facilities.” Exhibit B
contains Figure 1 of the General Plan Land Use Element. Exhibit C contains the text of
Government Code Section 65560(h) effective as of January 1, 2020. These exhibits are referenced
in, but not adopted or amended by, this initiative. They are attached for informational purposes
only.
Section 3. General Plan Amendment.
The City of Solvang General Plan, effective as of the submittal date on March 9, 2020, is
hereby amended as follows. A new Policy 6.2 is inserted into the General Plan Land Use Element,
beginning at page A-17, immediately after the existing Policy 6.1.
Policy 6.2

“CITY OF SOLVANG URBAN GROWTH BOUNDARY”

Introduction
The voters of the City of Solvang have, through the initiative process, established and
adopted an urban growth boundary line denominated the Solvang Urban Growth Boundary
(“UGB”). Its purpose, principles, implementation procedures, and methodologies for amendment
are set forth in this subsection.
1. PURPOSE
The purpose of the UGB is to provide Solvang residents a voice in protecting agricultural
and open space lands surrounding the City limits. The UGB is a line beyond which urban
development is not allowed except for public schools, and public services and facilities as

described in Section 1.7 of the Land Use Element in the City of Solvang’s General Plan (“General
Plan”). The purpose of this UGB is to ensure that the development policies and underlying goals,
objectives and principles set forth in the General Plan relating to Land Use, Open Space, and
Conservation are not undermined by transitory short-term political decisions. The UGB is
intended to ensure that agricultural, watershed, and open space lands are not converted to other
non-agricultural or non-open space uses without public debate and an affirming vote of the people.
The UGB will safeguard a cohesive community by defining boundaries for urban growth,
encouraging tourism friendly economic development in the City of Solvang’s Village Area, and
helping to prevent urban sprawl.
The UGB reflects a commitment to focus future growth within the City in order to prevent
urban sprawl into the agriculturally and environmentally sensitive areas surrounding the City. The
UGB protects the health, safety, welfare, and quality of life of the residents of Solvang by
concentrating future residential, commercial, and industrial growth in areas already served by
urban services. The policies implementing the UGB allow sufficient flexibility within its limits to
respond to the City’s changing needs over time. The UGB complements General Plan policies
promoting additional housing opportunities, emphasizing infill development, and supporting a
thriving downtown Village Area.
2. PRINCIPLES
The City of Solvang is one of California’s most unique communities. The City’s unique
village character depends to a great extent on preserving the agricultural croplands, rolling hills,
rural character, and natural features that surround the City. Solvang’s urban environment is framed
by important scenic resources, including large expanses of open space, gently sloping topography,
mountains, and diverse native flora and fauna. Agricultural and open space lands surrounding the
City provide high scenic value and are essential components of the community’s character, as
confirmed by Goal 2 of the Land Use Element and Goal 3.1 of the Community Design Element in
the General Plan.
Continued urban encroachment onto agricultural, watersheds, and open space areas will
impair agricultural production and threaten public health, safety, and welfare by increasing traffic
congestion and associated air pollution, degrading critical water resources due to pollution,
depletion, and/or sedimentation, increasing risks from flooding, and threatening the viability of
wildlife and environmentally sensitive areas. Such urban encroachment would eventually result
in both the unnecessary, expensive extension of public services and facilities, and inevitable
conflicts between urban and open space/agricultural uses.
The UGB around the City of Solvang promotes the formation and continuation of a
cohesive community by defining the boundaries for urban growth, by encouraging economic
development of the City’s Village Area, and by helping to prevent urban sprawl. The UGB
promotes adequate and efficient municipal services and facilities, consistent with General Plan
Land Use Element Policy 1.6, by confining urban development to defined development areas.
Encouraging infill development and avoiding sprawl is consistent with the goals and
policies under the City’s General Plan. As recognized in the Land Use Element, “[t]he pattern of

development embodied in the Land Use Element shall maintain a compact urban form that
minimize Solvang’s auto dependency,” by “[p]romot[ing] infill development that is compact,
mixed-use, and pedestrian-friendly.” (Policy 5.1, Action Item (A) of the Land Use Element)
3. ESTABLISHMENT OF UGB
a)

The Solvang City Limits and Sphere of Influence map, Figure 1 at page 9 of the
General Plan’s Land Use Element, is hereby amended to establish an Urban Growth
Boundary in a location identical to the line designating the location of the City
limits as shown in the attached Exhibit B. Though the location of the two lines is
identical as of a certain point in time, the lines are independent from another in
legal significance and purpose, and a change in one would not cause a change in
the other.

b)

Until December 31, 2040, the City of Solvang shall not allow urban development
outside the UGB except for public schools, and public services and facilities as
described in Section 1.7 of the Land Use Element, or as otherwise authorized by
the Solvang Urban Growth Boundary Initiative. Only uses consistent with
agriculture and the preservation of open space lands as set forth in Government
Code section 65560(h) attached hereto as Exhibit C shall be allowed beyond the
UGB, except as provided herein. Other than the exceptions provided herein, upon
the effective date of this General Plan amendment, the City and its departments,
boards, commissions, officers and employees shall not grant, or by inaction allow
to be approved by operation of law, any General Plan amendment, rezoning,
specific plan, tentative subdivision map, special use permit, building permit, or any
other discretionary entitlement which is inconsistent with the UGB, unless in
accordance with the amendment procedures of this General Plan amendment.

4. AMENDMENT PROCEDURES
Until December 31, 2040, the foregoing Purposes, Principles and Implementation
provisions may be amended only by an affirming vote of the people, or pursuant to the
procedures set forth below:
a)

b)

The City Council may amend the UGB described herein if it deems it to be in the
public interest, provided that the amended boundary is within the limits of the UGB
established by the Solvang Urban Growth Boundary Initiative.
The City Council may amend the location of the UGB located on the General Plan
Solvang City Limits and Sphere of Influence map if the City Council determines
that doing so is necessary to comply with state or federal law regarding the
provision of housing for all segments of the community. The City Council may do
so only if it first makes each of the following findings based on substantial
evidence:
i.
A specific provision of state or federal law requires the City to
accommodate the housing that will be permitted by the amendment; and

ii.
c)

d)

e)

f)

The amendment permits no greater density than that necessary to
accommodate the required housing.
The City Council, following at least one public hearing, may amend the UGB if the
City Council makes each of the following findings:
i.
Application of the Solvang UGB (including subsections (a) and (b) of these
amendment procedures) to a specific parcel would otherwise constitute an
unconstitutional taking of a landowner’s property for which compensation
would be required; and
ii.
The amendment and associated land use designations will allow new land
uses only to the minimum extent necessary to avoid an unconstitutional
taking of the landowner’s property.
The City Council may, following at least one public hearing, amend the UGB to
include land contemplated for construction of public schools, or for public services
and facilities as described in Section 1.7 of the Land Use Element of the City of
Solvang General Plan. Such amendment may be adopted only if the City Council
makes each of the following findings:
i.
The land is immediately adjacent to existing compatibly developed areas
and there is evidence that the Fire Department, Police Department,
Department of Public Works, and the applicable water and sewer districts
with jurisdiction over such land have or will provide adequate capacity to
accommodate the proposed development and provide it with adequate
public services; and
ii.
That there is no existing land available within the UGB to accommodate the
proposed development.
The City Council, following at least one public hearing, may place any amendment
to the UGB or provisions of this initiative on the ballot in the manner provided by
state law.
The City Council may reorganize, reorder, and renumber General Plan provisions,
including the provisions of this General Plan amendment.

Section 4. Conforming Amendments.
In light of the General Plan amendments set forth above, the City of Solvang General
Plan is hereby further amended as set forth below in order to promote internal consistency
among the various elements of the General Plan. Text to be inserted into the General Plan is
indicated in bold italic type. Text to be deleted is presented in strikethrough type. Text in
standard, bold, or italic type currently appears in that fashion in the General Plan and remains
unchanged by this amendment.
The following amendments may be further amended by the City Council without a vote
of the people, provided that no inconsistencies with the UGB or with the balance of the General
Plan are created thereby.
a) Land Use Element, 2.1 – City Limits and Sphere of Influence, is amended as follows:

The title of the section is amended to read: “2.1 CITY LIMITS, SOLVANG URBAN GROWTH
BOUNDARY, AND SPHERE OF INFLUENCE”
The second paragraph is amended to read:
“The City limit is the existing boundary of the City, while the sphere of influence is the probable
future boundary of the City. The sphere of influence is ‘a plan for the probable physical
boundaries and service area of a local government agency.’ As set forth in Land Use Element
Policy 6.2, the Solvang Urban Growth Boundary is coterminous with the City Limits in
existence as of March 9, 2020. Solvang’s City limits, Urban Growth Boundary, and Sphere of
Influence boundary are shown on Figure 1.”
b) Land Use Element, Figure 1, is amended as follows:
The title is amended to read “SOLVANG CITY LIMITS, URBAN GROWTH BOUNDARY,
AND SPHERE OF INFLUENCE.”
The legend is amended to depict the Solvang Urban Growth Boundary as coterminous with the
Solvang City Limits as of March 9, 2020.
c) Land Use Element, Policy 6.1 is amended to read:
“Protect the open space and agricultural areas surrounding the City boundaries, Solvang Urban
Growth Boundary, and Sphere of Influence serving as ‘greenbelt’ open space separating
communities in the Santa Ynez Valley.
Action Item (A)
Solvang has adopted a resolution supporting the preservation of the greenbelt areas surrounding
the City and shall periodically review the status of open space, agriculture, and sphere of
influence lines in the County’s Santa Ynez Valley Community Plan and City of Buellton’s
General Plan and continue to work with surrounding jurisdictions to preserve the greenbelt areas
bordering the City Limits, Solvang Urban Growth Boundary, and Sphere of Influence.”
d) Conservation/Open Space Element, Section 1.1, footnote 1, is amended to read:
“The City’s Plan Area consists of land designated by the City’s General Plan Land Use Element
Map and includes the current City limits, Solvang Urban Growth Boundary, and adopted sphere
of influence.”
e) Safety Element, Section 1.0 Introduction, is amended to read:
“The City’s Plan Area consists of land designated by the City’s General Plan Land Use Element
Map and includes the current City limits, Solvang Urban Growth Boundary, and adopted sphere
of influence.”

f) Safety Element, Section 7.1 Aircraft Operations: the final two sentences on page 43
are amended to read:
“As shown on Figure 13, a portion of the Plan Area outside the current city limits but within the
sphere of influence lies within the draft AIA. If adopted, residential properties within this area
would be subject to the disclosure requirements of the ALUP. Allowance of urban development
outside the City Limits and within the Plan Area requires a vote of the people.”
g) Housing Element, Section 6.4 Other Constraints, the text immediately prior to Section
6.4.1 on page 126 is amended to read:
“A fourth consideration is the requirement for an affirming vote of the people prior to
allowing urban development outside the City Limits as set forth in the Solvang Urban Growth
Boundary.”
Section 5. Implementation.
A.

At such time as this General Plan amendment is inserted in the City of Solvang General
Plan, any provisions of the City of Solvang Zoning Ordinance, as reflected in the ordinance
text itself or in the City of Solvang Zoning Map, inconsistent with this General Plan
amendment shall not be enforced.

B.

The date that the notice of intention to circulate this initiative measure was submitted to
the elections official of the City of Solvang is March 9, 2020 and referenced herein as the
“submittal date.” The Solvang General Plan in effect on the submittal date and the General
Plan as amended by this initiative comprise an integrated, internally consistent and
compatible statement of policies for the City of Solvang. In order to ensure that nothing in
this initiative measure would prevent the City of Solvang General Plan from being an
integrated, internally consistent and compatible statement of the policies of the City, as
required by state law, and to ensure that the actions of the voters in enacting this initiative
are given effect, any amendment to the General Plan that is adopted between the submittal
date and the date that the General Plan is amended by this initiative measure shall, to the
extent that such interim-enacted provision is inconsistent with the General Plan provisions
adopted by Section 3. General Plan Amendment and Section 4. Conforming
Amendments, of this initiative measure, be amended as soon as possible and in the manner
and time required by state law to ensure consistency between the provisions adopted by
this initiative and other elements of the City of Solvang General Plan.

C.

The City of Solvang is hereby authorized and directed to amend the Solvang General Plan,
all specific plans, the City Zoning Ordinance, the City Zoning Map, and other ordinances
and policies affected by this initiative as soon as possible and in the manner and time
required by any applicable state law, to ensure consistency between the policies adopted in
this initiative and other elements of the Solvang General Plan, all specific plans, the City
Zoning Ordinance, the City Zoning Map, and other City ordinances and policies.

///

Section 6. Exemptions for Certain Projects.
A.

This initiative shall not apply to any development project or ongoing activity that
has obtained, as of the effective date of this initiative, a vested right pursuant to
state or local law.

B.

This initiative shall not be interpreted to apply to any land use that, under state or
federal law, is beyond the power of the local voters to affect by the initiative power
reserved to the people via the California Constitution.

Section 7. Severability and Interpretation.
This initiative shall be interpreted so as to be consistent with all federal and state laws,
rules, and regulations. If any section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause,
phrase, part, or portion of this initiative is held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a final judgment
of a court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining
portions of this initiative. The voters hereby declare that this initiative, and each section,
subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, phrase, part, or portion thereof would have
been adopted or passed even if one or more sections, paragraphs, subparagraphs, sentences,
clauses, phrases, parts, or portions are declared invalid or unconstitutional. If any provision of this
initiative is held invalid as applied to any person or circumstance, such invalidity shall not affect
any application of this initiative that can be given effect without the invalid application. This
initiative shall be broadly construed in order to achieve the purposes stated in this initiative.

EXHIBIT “A”
Exhibit “A,” which contains Section 1.7 of the Land Use Element of the City of Solvang General
Plan that describes “public services and facilities,” is provided for informational purposes only
and is not adopted by this initiative as part of the general plan.
1.7 PUBLIC SERVICES AND FACILITIES
The City of Solvang provides water and wastewater services. Public safety services are provided
through a contract with the County of Santa Barbara’s Fire and Sheriff’s Departments. Other
services are provided through contractual agreements with surrounding jurisdictions and private
agencies. The City’s solid waste is taken to the Tajiguas Landfill. No new solid waste sites are
planned within the City at this time. The Parks and Recreation Element discusses City facilities
that are available for use including Hans Christian Andersen Park, Solvang Park, and the
Veteran’s Memorial building.

EXHIBIT “B”
Exhibit “B,” which contains Figure 1 of the City of Solvang General Plan Land Use Element, is
provided for informational purposes only and is not adopted by this initiative as part of the
general plan.
THE REMAINDER OF THIS PAGE LEFT INTENTIONALLY BLANK

EXHIBIT “C”
Exhibit “C,” which contains the text of Government Code Section 65560(h) effective as of
January 1, 2020, is provided for informational purposes only and is not adopted by this initiative
as part of the general plan.
GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 65560(h)
65560.
(h) “Open-space land” means any parcel or area of land or water that is devoted to
an open-space use as defined in this section, and that is designated on a local, regional, or state
open-space plan as any of the following:
(1) Open space for the preservation of natural resources, including, but not limited to,
areas required for the preservation of plant and animal life, including habitat for fish and wildlife
species; areas required for ecologic and other scientific study purposes; rivers, streams, bays, and
estuaries; and coastal beaches, lakeshores, banks of rivers and streams, and watershed lands.
(2) Open space used for the managed production of resources, including, but not limited
to, forest lands, rangeland, agricultural lands, and areas of economic importance for the
production of food or fiber; areas required for recharge of groundwater basins; bays, estuaries,
marshes, rivers, and streams that are important for the management of commercial fisheries; and
areas containing major mineral deposits, including those in short supply.
(3) Open space for outdoor recreation, including, but not limited to, areas of outstanding
scenic, historic, and cultural value; areas particularly suited for park and recreation purposes,
including access to lakeshores, beaches, and rivers and streams; and areas that serve as links
between major recreation and open-space reservations, including utility easements, banks of
rivers and streams, trails, and scenic highway corridors.
(4) Open space for public health and safety, including, but not limited to, areas that
require special management or regulation because of hazardous or special conditions such as
earthquake fault zones, unstable soil areas, flood plains, watersheds, areas presenting high fire
risks, areas required for the protection of water quality and water reservoirs, and areas required
for the protection and enhancement of air quality.
(5) Open space in support of the mission of military installations that comprises areas
adjacent to military installations, military training routes, and underlying restricted airspace that
can provide additional buffer zones to military activities and complement the resource values of
the military lands.
(6) Open space for the protection of places, features, and objects described in Sections
5097.9 and 5097.997 of the Public Resources Code.

ATTACHMENT 4

RESOLUTION NO. 20-1111
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
SOLVANG, CALIFORNIA, SETTING PRIORITIES FOR
FILING (A) WRITTEN ARGUMENT(S) REGARDING A CITY
MEASURE AND DIRECTING THE CITY ATTORNEY TO
PREPARE AN IMPARTIAL ANALYSIS
WHEREAS, a General Municipal Election is to be held in the City of Solvang,
California, on November 3, 2020, at which there will be submitted to the voters the
following measure:
CITY OF SOLVANG URBAN GROWTH BOUNDARY INITIATIVE
The City of Solvang Urban Growth Boundary Initiative (“Initiative”) would amend the Solvang
General Plan (“General Plan”) to establish an Urban Growth Boundary (“UGB”) beyond which the
City will not permit new “urban development” with certain exceptions. The UGB would be in the
same location as the City limits boundary as of the submittal date of March 9, 2020. The UGB
would not apply to lands that remain outside of the City boundary and would not affect County
land use decisions.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOLVANG,
CALIFORNIA, DOES RESOLVE, DECLARE, DETERMINE, AND ORDER AS
FOLLOWS:
SECTION 1. That the City Council authorizes the following member(s) of its body
_____________(Council Member in Favor) or _____________(Council Member Against)
_____________(Council Member in Favor) or _____________(Council Member Against)
_____________(Council Member in Favor) or _____________(Council Member Against)
_____________(Council Member in Favor) or _____________(Council Member Against)
_____________(Council Member in Favor) or _____________(Council Member Against)

to file (a) written argument(s) not exceeding 300 words regarding the City measure as
specified above, accompanied by the printed name(s) and signature(s) of the author(s)
submitting it, in accordance with Article 4, Chapter 3, Division 9 of the Elections Code of
the State of California, The arguments may be changed or withdrawn until and including
the date fixed by the City Clerk after which no arguments for or against the City measure
may be submitted to the City Clerk.
SECTION 2. That the City Council, authorizes ALL members of the City Council to
file (a) written argument(s) in Favor of or Against City measure(s) not exceeding 300
words, accompanied by the printed name(s) and signature(s) of the author(s) submitting
it, in accordance with Article 4, Chapter 3, Division 9 of the Elections Code of the State of
California, The arguments may be changed or withdrawn until and including the date fixed
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by the City Clerk after which no arguments for or against the City measure may be
submitted to the City Clerk.
SECTION 3. That the City Council directs the City Clerk to transmit a copy of the
measure to the City Attorney, unless the organization or salaries of the Office of the City
Attorney are affected.
a. The City Attorney shall prepare an impartial analysis of the measure not
exceeding 500 words showing the effect of the measure on the existing law
and the operation of the measure. If the measure affects the organization or
salaries of the Office of the City Attorney, the City Clerk shall prepare the
impartial analysis.
b. The analysis shall include a statement indicating whether the measure was
placed on the ballot by a petition signed by the requisite number of voters of by
the governing body of the City.
c. In the event the entire text of the measure is not printed on the ballot, nor in the
voter information portion of the voter information guide, there shall be printed
immediately below the impartial analysis, in no less than 10-point type, the
following: “The above statement is an impartial analysis or Ordinance or
Measure _____. If you desire a copy of the ordinance or measure, please call
the elections official’s office at 805-688-5575 and a copy will be mailed at no
cost to you.”
d. The impartial analysis shall be filed by the date set by the City Clerk for the
filing of primary arguments
SECTION 4. That the City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this
Resolution and enter it into the book of original Resolutions.
PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 8th day of June 2020 by the following
roll call vote:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSTAIN:
ABSENT:

[THIS SPACE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK]
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_______________________________
Ryan Toussaint, Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________
Xenia Bradford,
City Manager/City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

_______________________________
Chip Wullbrandt, City Attorney
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STAFF REPORT

PREPARED BY:

Xenia Bradfield, Planning Director, Planning and Community
Development Department
Laurie Tamura, Planning Consultant

MEETING DATE:

June 8, 2020

SUBJECT:

SOLVANG BREWING COMPANY PATIO EXPANSION, PARKING WAIVER,
AND ABC REGULATIONS

RECOMMENDATION:

Consider a request from applicant, Solvang Brewing Company, to waive parking in lieu fees.
By motion,
1) that the City Council review the site plan for the expansion of the outdoor patio in order to
address the social distancing requirements for patrons; and affirm Planning Director’s grant of a
reduction in onsite parking of two spaces as allowed in the Urgency Ordinance, and; grant a waiver
of additional 8 spaces as allowed per Sec 11-11-9D of the City of Solvang Zoning Ordinance.
Alternatively,
Do not approve the fee waiver or provide only partial waiver through fee reduction.
2) that the City Manager be authorized and directed to advise ABC and any other agency with
jurisdiction that the City supports and has provided for expansion of the premises to include the
parking area as shown in the attached site plan and that such expansion should include
allowance for non-amplified music within such area, subject to regulation by the City.

DISCUSSION:
Solvang Brewing Co. has made the attached request to expand its patio into its adjacent parking area
along Mission Drive in the TRC zone.
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The request includes a reduction in parking from 12 to 10 spaces (a handicap van space and 1 other
space are being retained as shown in the attached proposed site plan). The applicant is also requesting
that the City provide confirmation to ABC of its support for expansion of the “premises” for alcohol sales
and for outdoor entertainment.
The Solvang Brewing Company currently has two patio areas totaling 720 square feet. Although these
small patios have some customer seating, mainly these patios are pathways to the front doors to the
restaurant and bar area for both customers and provide ADA access routes. In order to meet the COVID19 requirements of social distancing and customer service, the Solvang Brewing Company is proposing to
expand the front patio by an additional 1,600 square feet for a total of 2,320 SF. This expanded patio area
will provide more seating area with more space between tables per social distancing standards. This
expansion of the patio meets the Urgency Ordinance.

This patio expansion will encroach into the existing parking area. Currently there are 11 standard
parking spaces and one handicap space. The proposal is to remove 10 standard spaces while
leaving one Handicap Parking space and one space for delivery and drop-off for costumers only.
The new urgency ordinance passed by the Council on May 26, 2020, provides as follows:
The Planning Director may also waive the requirement for up to two (2) parking
spaces to accommodate the addition or enlargement of such an outdoor patio or
seating area, and/or may allow for provision of all or some of the project parking to
be addressed through payment of an in lieu parking fee pursuant to Section 11-119. Such fee may be appealed to the City Council as provided in the Section 11-119D which may then reduce or eliminate such fee.”
Based on the Urgency Ordinance, there can be a waiver of two of the parking spaces with no inlieu fees. The removal of the other 8 parking spaces are subject to review by the City Council to
determine the level of in-lieu fees that should be paid or elimination of the in-lieu fee for this
project.
Currently the In-lieu fee is $12,376.00 per parking space. This would result in a fee of $98,862.00
to off-set the loss of these parking spaces. These fees are collected to pay for future City parking
projects or reimburse the City for construction of existing parking projects.
The Zoning Ordinance has a provision which allows the City Council to review in lieu fees and
determine how and what level the fees should be for the project.
Section 11-11-9D Fee Adjustment: The electing developer may apply to the City
Council for a reduction or adjustment to, or a waiver of, the in-lieu parking fee,
based upon the absence of any reasonable relationship or nexus between the
parking impacts of the development and either: 1) the amount of the fee charged;
or 2) the type of parking facilities to be financed.
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In the case of the Solvang Brewing Company, the expansion of the patio area will help to address
COVID-19 social distancing requirements in both the inside of the restaurant and bar areas as
well as the patio seating areas. Any reconfiguration of the expanded patio would exacerbate the
current problem of cars backing out on to Mission Drive
This request was originally made to the Council by the applicant on May 26, and is repeated in the
attached. As the applicant notes, a decision on the fee waiver request is essential for them to timely
move forward with physical improvements to repurpose the parking area and reopen the restaurant.
FISCAL IMPACT:
Staff’s evaluation is that the applicant’s request is in line with Council prior discussion and direction for
patio expansions for dining. The open area and seating for the customers will provide a more inviting
atmosphere along Mission Drive and it will be a safer use of the property frontage by eliminating parking
spaces where pedestrians and heavy traffic occur along Mission Drive.
Staff is working on conducting a Citywide Parking Study meant to better address citywide parking needs
in a planned manner and develop a parking development and funding plan. Waiver of the parking in lieu
fees in this instance is within Council authority and addresses Council direction to expand experiential
tourism.
The waiver of the in-lieu fees may be partially offset by the sales tax revenue generated by the
restaurant and bar. The City Council could also consider other options such as imposing the fee but
establishing a payment program for the next couple of years or waiving a portion of the fee in
consideration of the site improvements being proposed by the Applicant.

ATTACHMENTS:
1 – Letter form Solvang Brewing Company
2 – Urgency Ordinance
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Solvang Brewing Co.

June 4 2020
Solvang Brewing Company
1547 Mission Dr.
Solvang Ca. 93643
To the City of Solvang,
As we all engage in a post COVID 19 shutdown return to commerce, we at Solvang
Brewing Co. intend to put our best foot forward to revitalize business in the city of Solvang
and for our company.
Solvang Brewing Co. will be following all newly recommended and mandated practices for
the service industries of food and beverage.
Social distancing and outdoor accessibility will be at the forefront of the new paradigm of
the service industry. With this in mind Solvang Brewing Co. is asking for the cooperation of
the City of Solvang on the following proposed changes to our current business model.

1) The expansion of our existing outdoor patio fenced space proximal to the sidewalk
paralleling Mission Dr. The expansion would oﬀer enhanced outdoor food and beverage
service to facilitate social distancing among customers and employees.
The concept we have for the plan would be a park like setting with artificial grass, fruitless
olive trees, planters, small gathering tables appropriately distanced and shade in the form
of umbrellas.

2) An approval of this plan will necessarily include the approval of eliminating ten (10) of
twelve (12) existing parking spaces. Two spaces would be retained for ADA parking and
turn around. The two spaces to be retained are color coded yellow in attached site plan.

3) Such an expansion would come with a considerable financial expenditure.
Therefore Solvang Brewing Co. is humbly asking the City of Solvang to waive any in lieu of
parking fees which might apply if the project were to be approved to make the expansion
possible.

4) An expansion will also require the cooperation of the Alcohol Board of California to
grant a modification of our existing ABC 244 licensed outdoor alcohol beverage service. A
request to modify our audible entertainment area would be part of the requested
modification.
Solvang Brewing Company is asking the City of Solvang to support the ABC modification
requests by drafting a letter to ABC stating its desire to support our business expansion
plans and approval of audible outdoor entertainment until 10pm with the exception of
Midnight on New Years Eve.

5) Lastly, Solvang Brewing Co. is asking the city to approve the addition of new company
logo signage on our windmill. New signage would be identical to the existing logo sign
currently in front of our building.

We acknowledge that these requests are substantial in aggregate but these are
extraordinary times.
Our intentions are to help keep Solvang a prime destination for visitors from near or far.
Best regards
William Rodgers VP Solvang Brewing Company
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STAFF REPORT

PREPARED BY:

Xenia Bradford, City Manager
xeniab@cityofsolvang.com

MEETING DATE:

June 8, 2020

SUBJECT:

RESPONSE TO THE 2019-20 SANTA BARBARA COUNTY GRAND
JURY REPORT, “CYBER-ATTACKS THREATEN SANTA BARBARA
COUNTY.”

RECOMMENDATION:
Approve the letter for the Mayor’s signature that respond to the subject Santa Barbara Grand
Jury Report.
DISCUSSION:
The 2019-20 Santa Barbara County Grand Jury has issued a report on the
Risk/Vulnerability of Santa Barbara County local governments to cyber-attacks, titled
"Cyber-Attacks Threaten Santa Barbara County" (Report). The Report states that cyberattacks
on government agencies have become common across the nation and cites an
attack on the Carpinteria Unified School District last year as a local example of the risks
and costs of such attacks.
The Report is in the standard Grand Jury format (Attachment A) and includes eight Findings and
related recommendations. The Report is directed for response to the nine-local government
agencies in Santa Barbara County: the cities of Buellton, Carpinteria, Goleta, Guadalupe,
Santa Barbara, Santa Maria, Solvang, and the County of Santa Barbara.
The purpose of this agenda matter is to provide a draft letter response to the Grand Jury
Report for City Council consideration. The letter is provided in Attachment B.
In the current fiscal year, the City of Solvang has made significant improvements to Information
Technology. Since 2012, the City’s IT services were contracted out to a small local firm. Staff
determined that the City’s IT infrastructure was significantly outdated lacking both security
measures and modern efficiencies.

Staff engaged a larger firm (Lanspeed) with multiple staff who can provide with specific
expertise for different areas of information technology management. Lanspeed performed initial
assessment and identified a number of deficiencies and risk areas. The City entered into a
contract with Lanspeed and to date we have upgraded the City’s firewall, anti-virus, back-up
system, cabling and other hardware infrastructure. The City also migrated to Microsoft Office 365
and established appropriate monitoring of IT environment. The City is currently actively working
on developing a formal cyber security strategic plan and addressing all of the Grand Jury
recommendations.
FISCAL IMPACT:
There is no fiscal impact associated with issuing the response.
ATTACHMENTS:
A – Grand Jury Report
B – Letter to Grand Jury Responding to Grand Jury Findings

Subject:
Date:
Page 1 of 5

June 8, 2020
Pamela Olsen Foreperson
2019-20 Santa Barbara County Grand Jury Santa Barbara Courthouse
1100 Anacapa Street Santa Barbara, CA 93101
Transmitted digitally to Santa Barbara Grand Jury, sbcgrandjury@sbcgj.org
Re: Response to the Grand Jury Report: Cyber-Attacks Threaten Santa Barbara County
Honorable Foreperson Olsen,
Thank you for illuminating the important issues and recommendations included in the Grand
Jury's Cyber-Attacks Threaten Santa Barbara County report. Please know that the City of
Solvang is committed to better understanding and appropriately responding to cyber attacks that
represent risk to the agency and its mission.
The following is the City's response to the Findings and Recommendations included in the
Report.
Finding 1
Ensuring critical cyber security tasks and activities are properly executed on a timely basis
requires a designated individual to be accountable and responsible.
The City agrees with the finding.
Recommendation 1
That each public entity within Santa Barbara County designate an individual to be
accountable and responsible to oversee cyber security.
This recommendation has been implemented. The City transitioned Information Technology
services to an Information Technology management firm in fiscal year 2019-20. The City
Manager is ultimately responsible for oversight of cyber security in partnership with the
specialized firm of experts. The CEO of the company is responsible for communication, strategic
management, and addressing of any immediate needs or concerns. The Information Technology
firm provides with staff to who specialize specifically in cybersecurity.
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Finding 2
Most public entities within Santa Barbara County have an inadequate understanding of
what communication and electronic systems they use and what data they maintain, and do
not fully understand the risks, security issues and costs associated with the destruction of
systems or loss of data.
The City disagrees partially with the finding. The City can only speak to its own situation.
Recommendation 2
That each public entity within Santa Barbara County complete a full inventory of their
data electronic and communication systems and determine the related security risks.
This recommendation will be implemented in fiscal year 2020-21. The City is undertaking this
work as a part of the new contract for IT services.
Finding 3
Some public entities within Santa Barbara County do not have a written cyber security
plan.
The City agrees with the finding.
Recommendation 3
That each public entity within Santa Barbara County establish a written cyber security
plan.
The recommendation is being implemented and will be completed in fiscal year 2020-21.
Finding 4
Nationally, cyber-attacks on governmental organizations have been successful for many
years and are occurring with more frequency and sophistication.
The City agrees with the finding.
Recommendation 4
That each public entity within Santa Barbara County take substantial steps to protect data
from internal and external attacks or threats.
The recommendation will be implemented. The City already has cyber-security systems and
procedures in place but in the 2020-21 fiscal year will undertake work to, in part, make
substantial improvement to its cyber-security systems and procedures.
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Finding 5
Cyber-attackers use a number of methods to install malicious software on systems
including access through backdoors, staff or employee carelessness, and known bugs in
software.
The City agrees with the finding.
Recommendation 5
That each public entity within Santa Barbara County install and maintain current
antivirus software to detect malware and other threats.
The City has implemented this recommendation. The City has current industry standard Antivirus software and firewall.
Recommendation 6
That each public entity within Santa Barbara County install and update all operating
software regularly.
The recommendation has been implemented. The City installs system updates on a regular basis.
Recommendation 7
That each public entity within Santa Barbara County periodically train employees and
then test their cyber security awareness.
The City is implementing this recommendation. The City will utilize cyber security awareness
protocols and training tools.
Recommendation 8
That each public entity within Santa Barbara County periodically ensure electronic
system-related contractors have been trained for cyber security awareness.
The City is implementing this recommendation for the City. The City's IT contractor will
perform cyber security training.
Finding 6
If data is lost or compromised for any reason, including cyber-attack, mechanical failure or
error, the most cost effective and expedient way to recover is to have current data backups
and a plan to reinstall it.
The City agrees with the finding.
Recommendation 6a
That each public entity within Santa Barbara County create and implement a full backup
and recovery plan.
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The City has implemented this recommendation. The City has implemented onsite and offsite
backup systems.
Recommendation 6b
That each public entity within Santa Barbara County regularly update and test their
backup and recovery plan.
The City regularly updates and tests the backup system.
Finding 7
Some public entities within Santa Barbara County do not have any, or adequate, cyber
insurance.
The City disagrees with the finding as it pertains to the City.
Recommendation 7
That each public entity within Santa Barbara County secure adequate cyber insurance.
The City has adequate Cybersecurity coverage.
Finding 8
A cost-effective method to address cyber risks and concerns is to form an information
sharing and learning consortium.
The City agrees with the finding.
Recommendation 8
That each public entity within Santa Barbara County that is unable to allocate adequate
funds for cyber security develop a cybersecurity working group to establish best practices
and share costs for education, expertise, and insurance.
The City has implemented in part implemented this recommendation. The City feels that the
City’s IT management firm provides with adequate resources for cyber security measures
described in this report. However, the City will explore and is supportive of joining a
cybersecurity working group.
Once again, thank you for the opportunity to respond to the Report.
Yours,
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Mayor Ryan Touissaint
Cc: The Honorable Judge Michael J. Carrozza

